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~ The Reverend John Swete and his connections ~
to the parish of Woodbury
John Swete was born as John Tripe on 1st July 1752 at Ashburton, Devon. His
father, Dr Nicholas Tripe (born 1711), was a surgeon who was married to
Rebecca Yarde of Bishopsteignton. Rebecca was the sister of Elizabeth Yarde,
the grandmother of Marianne Pidsley (founder of the church and school at
Woodbury Salterton) meaning that John Swete was Marianne's great uncle.
His paternal grandfather was the Rev Nicholas Tripe,
Vicar
of Vicar of Chudleigh who was married to Susannah
Martyn.
In
1767 Martyn. In 1767 he inherited Oxton House in the
parish of Kenton
parish of Kenton from his cousin by marriage, William Clifford
William
Clifford Martyn. Oxton is a historic estate long held by the Martyn long
held by the Martyn family, a junior branch of the Norman family of the
Norman family of FitzMartin, feudal barons of Barnstaple.
Barnstaple.
John Tripe was initially educated at Ashburton Free
School
School, then at Eton College (1767 - 1770) finishing
at University College Oxford where he graduated in
Portrait of
1774 as a B.A and in 1777 as an M.A. He was Reverend John Swete
appointed as curate at Highweek (Newton Abbot) in
(artist unknown)
1775 and the following year became curate at Kenn,
not far from Kenton. In 1775 he had moved into Oxton
House, presumably to reside with his father who died
in 1790.

The Haldon Urn
(watercolour by
Rev John Swete)

In 1780, by Act of Parliament, John Tripe changed his
surname to Swete to enable him to inherit a
considerable fortune from Mrs. Esther Swete of
Modbury, a relative on his father's side. The 'fortune'
arose from the proceeds of the sale of her estates in
Antigua and Jamaica. On 27th August 1781, now as
the Reverend John Swete, he was made a Prebendary
of the Diocese of Exeter.

In 1780 John Swete excavated a number of barrows on
the Haldon ridge, west of the Exe estuary and discovered in a barrow known as
the "Great Stoneheap" an urn which became known as the 'Haldon Urn'.
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After residing at Oxton for six years he decided (presumably with the approval
of his father) to demolish the old Oxton House, which he had recorded as a
watercolour before doing so. It was replaced on the same site with the existing
Georgian style neo classical house. It is now a Grade II listed building and in
more recent times has been a girls' school and is currently divided into multi
occupancy apartments.
In April 1783 John Swete, now a wealthy man, resigned his curacy at Kenn and
set out to tour Wales, the Lake District and Scotland. He had intended it to be a
preparation for a tour of Europe but
his plans came to nothing as he met
Charlotte Beaumont in Matlock,
Derbyshire. They were married on 1st
January 1784.
Between 1789 and 1800 John Swete
embarked on a series of tours around
Devon These resulted in the
production of 20 volumes of journals
named "Picturesque Sketches of
Devon". They were comprehensively
Old Oxton House (watercolour by
illustrated with 674 watercolour
Rev John Swete)
sketches of architecture and the
scenery that he saw on his tours.
He was usually accompanied by a servant, and
would travel by horseback taking notes and
making quick preliminary drawings on the way.
After each tour he would spend months at Oxton
House producing the final water colour sketches.
The journals documented the landscape of Devon
and discussed diverse issues from techniques in
landscape gardening, industry and mining,
archaeology and any curiosities that he
encountered. One location he visited was
Woodbury Castle where he noted "in that part of
the encampment which has somewhat of a
Sketch of Woodbury
Castle by Rev John Swete rounded form " there was a ruined building which
had been intended as a club for the principal
gentlemen of the area. It had only two rooms, the
upper one having "three windows commanding the chief aspects with views to
the widest extent". He qualifies this by saying that the views extended from
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Portland in the east to the Belvedere in the west. He made a sketch of the castle
in which he shows the location of the building.
John Swete's journals were not published in his lifetime but remained in the
possession of his family. Three were lost in the second world war but the
surviving 17 handwritten journals were donated in 1959 to the Devon Record
Office. They were finally published in 1997 in a four volume limited edition
under the title "Travels in Georgian Devon - The Illustrated Journals of the
Reverend John Swete". It is estimated that there are nearly 1,000 of his
watercolours in public ownership, most of which are held by the Devon Records
Office and some are on display in the Royal Albert Memorial Museum, Queen
Street, Exeter. He was also a member of the Exeter Literary Society and in 1793
he gave a Presidential Address in which he described his first tour of Devon.
John Swete and his wife Charlotte had twelve children of whom four died in
infancy. One of the children that lived was John Beaumont Swete who was born
on the 11th September 1787. He married Mary Templer who was aged 24 on 31st
December 1817, at Teignmouth. Mary was the daughter of Henry Templer, a
member of the well known Templer family of Stover House at Teigngrace. The
marriage ceremony was performed by her uncle, the Reverend John Templer
who was the rector of Teigngrace.
John Beaumont Swete and Mary
went on to produce fifteen children,
eight boys and seven girls, all born
between 1819 and 1839. One of the
surviving children was Charlotte
Blanche Swete who was born on 8th
August 1823, the fifth child of John
and Mary. By this time her
grandfather, the Reverend John
Swete, had died at Oxton House on
25th October 1821 following a long
illness and was buried at Kenton
churchyard. Charlotte, who preferred to be known as Blanche, did not therefore
get to know him. John and Mary continued to live at Oxton until 1848 then he
sold it and moved to the Torquay area.
Very little is known of Blanche in her early years until she turns up in the 1841
census living at Greendale House (near Woodbury Salterton), the home of
Marianne Pidsley and her sister Elizabeth. By virtue of the relationships
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previously mentioned, Blanche is their second cousin.
Marianne sometimes referred to Blanche as her "adopted
daughter" although in her will she also calls her a 'cousin'.
Exactly why Blanche had gone to live with Marianne can
only be conjecture, but whatever the reason there is no
doubt that she shared Marianne's enthusiasm for
improving the lives of the local people, particularly the
children. Marianne had initiated a small school at a
cottage in Woodbury Salterton then in 1843 at her
instigation the building of a church was commenced.
Together with Blanche and John Walling they designed
and painted the stained glass windows. Once the church
was completed and consecrated as The Holy Trinity in
Stained glass in the September 1844 Marianne and Blanche commenced work
Woodbury Salterton
on the school and again Blanche was very much involved
Church porch
in creating the stained glass. Sadly, apart from the church
porch and apexes of the main windows, none of the
stained glass in either the church or the school remains.
Marianne died on September 21st 1847, a few days before the school was
officially opened. The following year Blanche's life changed dramatically. At
the age of 24, she married the Reverend John Thornycroft on Saturday 22nd July
1848 in a magnificent ceremony at Woodbury Salterton Church. She went to
live with him at his home at Thornycroft Hall in Cheshire. However, they
continued their contact with Woodbury Salterton and made several visits. In
1853 Blanche sent a lengthy New Year's message to the villagers and in 1875
John Thornycroft paid for the the school clock and chimes. When Elizabeth
Pidsley died in 1879 the patronage
of the church passed to John
Thornycroft and in 1881 he set up
a trust with £2,000 to enable the
school to be retained as a church
school.
The Reverend John Thornycroft,
died in April 1884. He left a
considerable fortune of £113,377
most of which probably went to
his son Charles Edward Thorneycroft Hall, Siddington, Cheshire
Thornycroft (the great grandson (now a conference centre for spiritual and
cultural activities)
of John Swete) who moved into
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the family home after his father's death. The patronage of the Holy Trinity church
at Woodbury Salterton had also passed to him from his father. Whether Blanche
carried on living at Thornycroft Hall is not known but in the 1891 census she is
to be found staying as a visitor at Green Hall in Ashbourne, Derbyshire.
Blanche died at the age of 77 on 4 th December 1900 whilst staying at 8 Half
Moon Street, Middlesex, which is in fact in Mayfair. Her home address at the
time was given as being The Priory Lamberhurst Kent. The Priory is in fact a
road. She left only £212 to her two spinster daughters Henrietta and Agnes, who
eventually moved to Bexhill in Sussex where they lived in a house named
"Greendale"!
Between 1901 and 1911 Charles, together with his wife Edith and daughter Ruth,
moved to Courtlands House at Lympstone which he rented from the owner,
General Sir George Luck. At that time Charles, together with Lord Rolle and
Robert Marker of Honiton was
one of the principal landowners
in the area. The family
continued to live at Courtlands
until 1920 and then moved to
Exmouth. Charles still held the
patronage of the Holy Trinity
church at Woodbury Salterton
but in 1924 this passed to the
Dean and Chapter of Exeter
Cathedral.
Courtlands House at Lympstone (now
Lympstone Manor, a restaurant)

When Charles died on 3rd
February l927 he was residing
at Highfield House Exmouth.
His estate of £27,952 was left to his son, Charles Mytton Thornycroft. As far as
I am able to discern, Charles was the last of John Swete's descendants to have a
connection with the parish of Woodbury.
As a final note of interest it is perhaps worth mentioning that whilst the
descendants of John Swete were really Tripes, the Thornycrofts were in fact
Myttons. In 1831 John Thornycroft's father, the Reverend Charles Mytton, in
order to inherit the Thornycroft estate at Siddington, Cheshire, assumed the name,
and arms of the family. This was in accordance with the will of the last male
Thornycroft, Edward, who was not even related but just a friend!
Malcolm Randle
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~ Early Sport and Games in the Parish of Woodbury ~
How was sport played in Devon in the early days and what records exist
describing the games? The newspapers and courts papers give examples
of what type of sport Devon men were involved in, including a few
examples of men in the parish of Woodbury.
The earliest example I have found was a petition brought before the
Justices of the Peace at the Quarter Sessions in 1679 in which 21 men
from Bradninch, pleaded that the charges which were brought against
them be dismissed. It appears that a Richard Jarman ‘instigated your
petitioners to go to a revel at Broadclist to play there a match of football’.
The Bradninch men had refused to pay Jarman and others, who instigated
the match, the sums of 2s 6d, 2s and 12p apiece to defray the costs that
arose. They said that they did not know why they had been indicted by
Jarman (unless for malicious reasons) as expenses were ‘a customary
usage’. They said that there had been ‘no offence, neither was any person
hurt or maimed’, and it took place after the church service. The Bradninch
men were all poor persons, having only what they earned through their
labours. It would appear that football was a game played by the working
man, with Jarman making money as a promoter of games between villages.
Kicking a ball around was something that has been done for hundreds of
years, but it is not known when it was organised into clubs and matches
in Woodbury. In the 1920s there was a report in the newspaper of a
disgraceful match between Woodbury Argyle and Starcross Stars, in which
the reporter compared Woodbury with the Rhondda Valley where, it
appears, visiting teams were not very favourable received. Evidently, a
short time previously a Woodbury Club was suspended, and now came
news that the match between the two teams was a ‘most unpleasant affair’.
There were no less that three penalties in the game, all against the
Woodbury club, and several players were injured, one so badly that he
had to leave the field. The referee had to caution the home players and
subsequently had to order one off the field. The unsportsmanlike attitude
of a section of the crowd was to be deprecated. Altogether it was a most
lively afternoon. Cann converted all three spot-kicks for the ’Stars’ and
to this the ‘Argyle’ could only reply with a single goal. Behaviour did
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improve, though, as in the Woodbury Football Club minutes for 1932 it
was agreed that ‘hearty congratulations be accorded to the players for their
splendid sportsmanship throughout the season’!
Cricket was also an emerging game played in Devon, though there is no
evidence of it being played in Woodbury until the middle of the 19th
century, though bats and balls were probably used in some sort of games.
On 28 Aug 1730 the following was printed in one of the Exeter newspapers
giving an idea as to how cricket was played and enjoyed at this time:
‘Yesterday, being St Bartholomew’s Day, upon a very high Hill, called
Beacon- down, within one mile of this town, was played a match at
cricket of three innings each, by the Gentlemen of Tiverton, 11 of a side
for a considerable wager. The whole game being performed with the
same order and decency, and by the same rules and articles as are
observed by the Kentish and London gamesters; and the field
well
accommodated with cider, ale, cakes, fruit, and other things as usual.
And it being agreed before they parted that a friendly invitation should
be sent to the Gentleman of Exon to meet them upon some convenient
ground near Silverton, on Monday 14 September next, by eight of the
clock in the morning, in order to divert themselves with the same
exercise, for a parcel of good ale, and a fat sheep to refresh themselves,
when the sport ended’.
According to records the first cricket team in Devon was in 1790, so this
is an interesting excerpt dating the game being played according to rules
observed in London to 60 years earlier.
The cricket club in Woodbury was founded by the Reverend John
Loveband Fulford in 1859, and almost certainly played on the large grass
area in the front of his new house of Parsonage. Fulford played in the first
game, but fell and injured his leg – he is not recorded as having played in
later matches. There are full records of the first two matches played by
Woodbury in 1859 against Topsham. The first match at Woodbury
resulted in a 6 wicket win by Topsham – Woodbury scored 34 in their
first innings and 22 in their second. In the return match at Topsham the
home side thrashed Woodbury by an innings and 65 runs. Topsham scored
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111, and Woodbury replied with 28 runs (7 extras) in their first innings,
and 18 runs (5 extras) in the second. One week later Woodbury played
two matches against Ottery St Mary with even more disastrous results.
Ottery scored 134 runs in their first innings and Woodbury managed 30
runs and 27 runs in their two innings. The return match at Ottery was of
one innings each, in which Ottery scored 127 runs and Woodbury managed
to amass the amazing score of 5 which included 2 extras. It is not recorded
whether the team ever recovered from this pasting and it is possible that
the cricket club disappeared until the middle of the 20th century, when
ground was given to the cricketers in Cottles Lane by Miss Fulford.
This ground was then
abandoned and a club was
formed on land at the top of
Globe Hill. Eventually this
ground too was abandoned
and Woodbury Club played
its matches at Clyst St
George. Then along came
Woodbury’s ‘saviour’ in
Valentine Dubuisson, a very
keen cricketer and a man
with great organizational
Woodbury Cricket Club c.1960
drive. In the early 1990s he
encouraged local men to
level the ground of a field rented from Clinton-Devon and build a pavilion.
The picture shows Woodbury Club in the 1950s at the Globe Hill Ground
In 1889 an unusual rugby football match was played on the ground behind
St Thomas Church in Exeter between Devon and the visiting Colonial
Tourist Maoris. Three thousand visitors from all over Devon came to see
the Maoris ‘thrash’ the home side – excursion trains were run from all
parts of the County into Exeter. One of the spectators was English born
New Zealander living in Topsham called Charles Spencer – he moved to
Woodbury in 1892 when he married the widow of Dr Robert Brent and
lived with her at Bixley Haven on Broadway. As expected the Devon side
was soundly beaten.
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Dr William Ashford and James
Ashford, both born in Woodbury, are
pictured in the middle row second
and third from the left in a match for
Exeter Cricket Club in which W G
Grace was playing in opposition.
William Ashford was also a rugby
player, representing England in a
match against Wales in 1897. Rugby
was not a game played in Woodbury,
but was a popular game in some of
Dr William Ashford and James
Ashford playing for Exeter Cricket the private schools where it was
Club c.1897
known just as ‘football’.
Tennis was played in the parish in the gardens of some of the big houses
in the parish and by the early 1920s a Tennis Club was formed. The minute
book for the Club dating from 1922 to 1940 has survived which gives an
interesting history of how it acquired and prepared parts of a field, and
also raised money by frequent dances, concerts and other entertainments.
Various fields were offered by local farmers for renting out as courts, and
different areas were prepared and fenced in so that members could play
and also have matches against
neighbouring villages. Until
regular grass courts could be
prepared the games must have
produced some interesting
bounces. In 1924 the committee
agreed that sheep should be let
onto the courts to shorten the
grass, and the following year a
mowing
machine
was
purchased for 30 shillings. In Woodbury Lawn Tennis Club holders of
1939 a Badminton Club was the East Devon League Cup 1959 - 1960
formed, to be linked to the
Tennis Club, and played in the Public Hall. In the above picture Eric Ware
is seen in the back row fifth from the left. Tennis was played on these
grass courts until two hard courts were erected on the far side of the
football field. In the 1990s these courts were resurfaced with all-weather
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courts and floodlights fixed on both courts, giving very good playing
surfaces and pleasant surroundings for the Club.
There would have been many types of activities indulged in by young
men in the past. A type of ‘fives’ would seem to have been played in
churchyards. Amongst the Standing Orders for the Guard at the Castle
in Exeter, written in 1743, is one stating that ‘no common sentinel or any
others of the said regiment shall at any time play at ‘fives’ against the
walls of the Chapple within the said Castle or against the common ‘fives’
place without the consent of Charles Holloway (owner of the Castle).
There is an 18th century record of a young man in Woodbury playing
‘fives’ between the buttresses of the parish church, and it was declared
after this that no ball games should be played in the churchyard.
A local newspaper reports that the Topsham and Woodbury Athletic
Sports meeting was held at the lime kiln in Exeter in 1871, with
competitors from a wide area. These included Robert Medley Fulford who
won the high jump (5ft), and Charles Hayman (son of the doctor at
Oakhayes) who won the pole vault jumping 7ft 8 ins. J Bolt of Woodbury
won the shot put with a put of 24 ft 10 ins, with
Fulford coming third. Fulford and Hayman
won first prize in the ‘Manxman’s Race’ (150
yds. over one row of sacks). These men were
probably regular competitors in local events.
A popular sport in both Devon and Cornwall in
the 19th century was wrestling. In a wrestling
match at Tiverton in 1827 three men from
Woodbury took part, one of them, William
Wreford, winning the first prize of £10 in which
the two Woodbury wrestlers were defeated.
This very short history of sport does not touch
The Rev R Medley
on the full and varied sporting achievements of
Fulford
the present-day parish which could form
a separate article at a later time.
Gillian Selley
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~ General Simcoe 1752 – 1806, First Governor of Canada ~
John Graves Simcoe was born in
Northamptonshire on February 25th 1752.
His father was a captain in the Royal
Navy and when he died of pneumonia his
wife moved to Exeter with their son John,
aged seven. John became a pupil at Exeter
School and then went on to Eton. In 1770
his mother purchased for him an ensign’s
commission in the 35th Regiment of Foot.
This was the start of a brilliant military
career. He commanded troops in Canada
fighting against the Americans during
which time he suffered several injuries
and was invalided back to England in
1782.
In the same year, Simcoe (aged 31yrs.) married a 16 yr. old heiress
Elizabeth Posthuma Gwillim. Soon after they were married Elizabeth
bought an old farm near Dunkeswell. Having demolished it they built
Wolford Lodge in its place – a spacious forty room, two storied mansion
with a large garden. Between 1800 and 1802 Simcoe built a chapel in the
grounds, above the remains of a Cistercian abbey. He became M.P. for St
Mawes in 1790 resigning in 1792.
In 1791 the Simcoes and some of their children sailed for Canada. General
Simcoe had great influence over the development of Canada, eventually
becoming the first Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada. The Simcoes
returned to England in 1796.
In 1797 three French frigates shelled Barnstaple. The threat of invasion
by Napoleon had become real and in January 1798 Simcoe was appointed
as a Major-General with one Aide de Camp to protect the South West.
Commanding twelve thousand men (the forces of Devon, Cornwall,
Dorset and most of Somerset). Some were regular army and the rest were
local militia. The latter were raised by ballot from a list prepared by the
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parish constables of men aged eighteen to forty five. Plans were made to
evacuate all women and children, the elderly and the sick — and all the
livestock. Everything they left behind would be destroyed. The French
would find nothing to eat.
Simcoe set up his large Brigade HQ at Wolford Lodge. Mrs Simcoe moved
with their children to a house on Fore St Hill just above Fairlynch Museum
in Budleigh Salterton where Simcoe spent a considerable amount of time.
Woodbury Common.
The Devon troops were camped on Woodbury Common. In the summer
of 1802 there was a spectacular review before Lord George Lennox of
139 artillery and their horses, 734 cavalry and 2,748 infantry. They were
still stationed there in 1805 and by then they had created a massive amount
of horse dung– a valuable commodity. Who was entitled to it? Lord Rolle
who owned the land or Simcoe? A flurry of letters ensued. Rolle and
Simcoe already had had many disputes and this led to Rolle challenging
Simcoe to a duel. Common sense prevailed and Simcoe declined. The
matter was referred to His Grace’s Quartermaster General. His response
was that the dung formed part of the remuneration due to the owner of the
land. So Lord Rolle should be compensated for the dung that had already
been taken away and he would be allowed to keep any dung produced by
Simcoe's horses in the future — as long as he sold it to the public at an
appropriate discount. Simcoe had lost.
While in Canada, fighting the American
Revolutionary Army, Simcoe took command
of the Queen’s Rangers. He was very
impressed with the way they fought spread
out and at speed, commando style in green
uniforms that merged with the vegetation
instead of the bright red British uniforms
which made obvious targets. He considered
using green uniforms in England but it never
came to fruition.
In July 1806 with Napoleon threatening
Queen’s Rangers in Canada Portugal, Simcoe was sent there as a full
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General to command the troops. But he became so ill with ‘asthmatic
paroxysms’ that he was sent home aboard HMS Illustrious as far as Tor
Bay where a sloop took him on to Topsham. He was taken to Archdeacon
Moore’s house in Cathedral Close Exeter where he died on 26th October
1806. He had had eleven children and Elizabeth was now left a widow.

There is a plaque on the wall at
Cathedral Close and a monument
in the Cathedral. The monument
is badly cracked as a result of
WWII bomb damage.

Simcoe is buried at Wolford Chapel,
Dunkeswell in the grounds of Wolford
Lodge. The Lodge was sold long ago but
the Chapel was given to the Province of
Ontario creating a small part of Canadian
territory in England.

M.E.Wilson
Wolford Chapel Dunkeswell
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~ Cases brought before the Magistrates concerning men of Woodbury ~
The evils of drink
John Cain and John Palmer were sent before the magistrates at the County
Quarter Sessions in 1832 on a charge of breaking into the dwelling house of
Henry Bastin and stealing a cask of malt liquor
Evidence of the witnesses:
Henry Bastin (beer-house keeper) stated that on 6th November about five o’clock
in the morning, his wife informed that she heard some person breaking into the
cellar, which is under the same roof as the dwelling house. He went to the cellar
and in opening the door with a candle in his hand, he saw the prisoner John Cain
at the window with his face and shoulders inside, the window having been broken
down – the window was boarded up and nailed when he saw it at five o’clock
the evening before. At the last time he went into the cellar it was perfectly
secured and had been in that state for two years upwards. The prisoner ran away
when he saw Bastin. The prosecutor examined his cellar and found that a
nine-gallon cask, about three parts full of beer, has been stolen and a blue and
white cup. The cask was there at five o’clock the previous evening and no person
could have access to the cellar except through his house, without breaking in at
the window. Bastin, his wife and Tarr were than sitting up in the house. On
discovering the loss Bastin went into the street immediately. The prisoners John
and William Cain came towards him from the direction of his cellar window,
and came into his house, and John Cain asked him if he saw the two men who
ran up the road. Bastin ordered them out of the house and said he had lost a cask
of beer, and they were the rogues. William Cain said ‘I could have told you
something for your good but since you are so obstinate I’ll be damned if I do’.
On the same morning about 10 or 11 o’clock his wife came to him at the Globe
Inn and told him that John Cain was at his house and had told her where the cask
was, and had been and got it. Bastin went home and John Cain was at his house
and he accused him of stealing his cask. Cain said he was not the rogue but could
prove who it was. The cask, which William Tarr then produced to him, was the
same that he took from his cellar.
Robert Gee (labourer of Woodbury) stated that he was in Bastin’s house on
Tuesday morning about 5 o’clock on 6th November and had been there about
two or three hours and left about 5 o’clock with the four prisoners and another
man called Burge. He, with the prisoners John and William Cain, Christopher
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Denning and Burge, left John Palmer and had walked on a short way when he
saw the prisoner, Palmer, coming towards them with a cask on his shoulders –
this was in the street. Palmer said he had found a keg and asked him to drink.
They all five followed him to a field where they sat down and Burge produced
a cup and they all then drank some beer – it was a blue and white cup. He did
not see Burge with any cup when he was at Bastin’s house and they did not go
into any house before they drank some beer.
William Tarr (hairdresser of Woodbury) stated that he was at Bastin’s house
all night from the 5th to 6th of November, and between five and six o’clock in the
morning. He heard Bastin’s wife say there was someone in the house. Bastin
went into the cellar and Tarr stood at the door and heard a rattle and heard Bastin
say that he saw Cain at the window. The two Cain brothers then came to the
house and Bastin told them to go away. About 10 o’clock John Cain came to
him at his lodgings and said something about the robbery, and Tarr said that if
he knew where the cask was he would go and get it. Cain said he knew where
it was if it had not been carried away since they were there. Upon which he went
with Cain to a field and under a corn rick he showed him the cask which ws
covered with rubbish. Tarr then went to Bastin, and John Cain was there too and
said he had nothing to do with taking it out but saw the men carrying it away.
Tarr afterwards went with James Searle to the field and carried the cask to
Bastin’s house and gave it to Mrs. Bastin. Shortly afterwards Bastin came in
and he produced the cask for him. All the prisoners and some others left the
house about 20 minutes before he hear the noise in the cellar.
John Cain swore that he had nothing to do with theft and was not near the place.
John Palmer swore that he stumbled over the cask, took it up and came towards
the other persons. Verdict Not known.
This case appeared before the magistrates at the Quarter Session in May 1840
Robert Gee was accused by Robert Pepperell, yeoman of Woodbury of stealing
potatoes from a cave [an earthen mound for holding and covering potatoes].
Evidence of the witnesses:
Robert Pepperell (younger), yeoman of Woodbury, Edmund Stamp, carpenter
of Woodbury and John Stamp, constable of Woodbury to give evidence against
Robert Gee
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Robert Pepperell (senior) stated that he went to his potato cave at 8 o’clock in
the morning in his garden in the parish of Woodbury – “the night before I
sparred the cave down and banked it up – I saw footsteps and tracked them some
distance and then came home. At one o’clock I again went to the track
accompanied by my son and son-in-law and followed on the track about a
gunshot from the prisoner’s house. I suspected the potatoes were in his house
and obtained a warrant to search. I went this morning to the prisoner’s house
with a constable and on searching we found about 3 lbs of potatoes under the
stairs. I brought some of my own potatoes taken from the cave (from which I
lost the others) and compared them with those in the prisoner’s house and I
verily believe that they are the same sort. I now produce a sample of the
potatoes that were left in the cave and of those found in the prisoner’s house.”
Robert Pepperell (younger) stated that “about half past eight in the morning my
father told me he had lost some potatoes. I went out to the cave and saw fresh
footsteps round the cave. I followed the track there and to about 20 yards from
the prisoner’s house. I then returned home and in the evening followed the track
to a wall about one land yard from the prisoner’s house where there was a
currant bush, which appeared to have been broken down by someone getting
over the wall. I went to the prisoner’s house and obtained his shoe. I tried the
track and the shoe fitted exactly. There is a peculiarity in the shoe there being
some nails out in the toe and heel which was exactly the same on the tracks. I
went this morning with my father to prosecute and found some potatoes and I
verily believe from the colour of the earth and look of the potatoes that they
were taken from my father’s cave. There were some other potatoes under which
were covered with black earth.”
Edmund Stamp (carpenter of Woodbury) stated that “I reside at Woodbury
and am the son-in-law of Robert Pepperell. I accompanied the last witnesses
yesterday and followed the track to about 50 yards of the prisoner’s house.
About 6 o’clock yesterday evening I received the prisoner’s shoe from the last
witness and kept possession of it till between 5 and 6 o’clock this morning –
he came again and took it away.”
John Stamp stated “I am the constable residing at Woodbury – about 5
o’clock this morning I went to the prisoner’s house, searched the house and
found some potatoes under the stairs. The prosecutor and his sons were with
me and immediately said they were their property - the prisoner was there at
the time. I took away the potatoes – the potatoes now produced are a part of
those taken form the house. About half past five I received a shoe from Robert
Pepperell (younger). Last evening I saw the shoe fitted in the track and it was
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from my father’s cave. There were some other potatoes under which were
covered with black earth.”
Edmund Stamp (carpenter of Woodbury) stated that “I reside at Woodbury and
am the son-in-law of Robert Pepperell. I accompanied the last witnesses yesterday and followed the track to about 50 yards of the prisoner’s house. About 6
o’clock yesterday evening I received the prisoner’s shoe from the last witness
and kept possession of it till between 5 and 6 o’clock this morning – he came
again and took it away.”
John Stamp stated “I am the constable residing at Woodbury – about 5 o’clock
this morning I went to the prisoner’s house, searched the house and found some
potatoes under the stairs. The prosecutor and his sons were with me and
immediately said they were their property - the prisoner was there at the time.
I took away the potatoes – the potatoes now produced are a part of those taken
form the house. About half past five I received a shoe from Robert Pepperell
(younger). Last evening I saw the shoe fitted in the track and it was exactly the
same. The shoe I now produce is the same I received from young Mr Pepperell.
Verdict:
Robert Gee was found guilty of stealing 6 bushels of potatoes (value 15s)
belonging to Robert Pepperell. He was committed to the Bridewell for 6 months
and kept to hard labour and four weeks solitary confinement
Men sentenced to hard labour on the treadmill. This case appeared before
the Magistrates at the County Quarter Sessions in Nov 1840.
Evidence of witnesses:
James Harding was accused by James Yea of stealing two geese from him.
James Yea: I am a farmer in the parish of Woodbury. On the evening of the
Thursday last about five o’clock I counted the geese on the farm and there were
the proper number, eight, and they were locked up safe.
Robert Pepperel (younger): I went on Friday morning last to the premises of
Yea in consequence of information I received and on counting the geese found
only six there. I went to the place where the geese were kept and saw the marks
of the feet of three people and traced them over the wall through a field and after
tracing them over three fields found by the side of the hedge two heads, four
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wings and four feet of geese. Mr Harding was there with me. We then traced
the footmarks over the hedge over another field to the road along which we still
traced the same footsteps and a quantity of the feathers. We then left the
turnpike road and followed the footsteps into a field belonging to Mr Lindsey.
We tracked the same across that field and three more into another road, down
that road into another field and after crossing two fields we came back. I then
obtained a search warrant and searched two houses but found nothing. I
afterwards accompanied John Stamp, constable of the parish of Woodbury, to
the house where the prisoners lodged and took one of the prisoner’s shoes and
on Saturday afternoon I went with the constable and Mr Harding with the shoe
and examined it with the track – by placing it close to the track and they matched
exactly. The track was one shoe with nails and the other a plain shoe and the
prisoner, when we took his shoes, had one with nails and one plain.
Nicholas Harding: On Friday morning last I accompanied the last witness in
following a track of three people who we suspected had stolen the geese. We
followed the track when we found two heads, four wings and four legs of geese.
We followed in the track and found that one of the tracks was very plain, that of
the right foot of the track, but the left foot made no impression. The last witness
left me to obtain a warrant and I followed on the track over a field till I came to
a place just by the road opposite the prisoner’s house where I lost the track. I
also accompanied the last witness and the constable and matched the right foot
track and it matched exactly.
John Stamp (constable): On Friday last I received a warrant from Pepprell and
searched the prisoner’s house but could find nothing – I examined his shoes and
found one with nails and one plain – the right foot shoe had nails. I matched the
shoe on four different parts of the track. The shoe produced is the one I took
from the prisoner and matched with the tracks. The shoe is a very remarkable
one.
Verdict:
John Harding, late of the parish of Woodbury, was acquitted of the charge of
stealing two geese (value 4s) from James Yea in Woodbury.
Gillian Selley
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Woodbury Local History Society Programme 2019
Feb. 7th

Annual General Meeting & Society Party

March 7th

The Ware Family of Woodbury, (part 4)
A film produced and presented by Julian Ware.

May 2nd

Dalditch Camp on Woodbury Common
an illustrated talk by Simon Fogg

June/July

Annual outing - to be arranged.

Sept. 5th

The Ongoing Study of the Archeology of Exeter
an illustrated talk by John Allan.

Nov. 7th

To be arranged.

In those days offenders were sentenced to hard labour on the treadmill
Editor: Roger Stokes

Tel: 01395 232350
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