
WOODBURY FIRE BRIGADE

The Brigade in Woodbury was formed in the 1860’s following a
series of devastating fires, both in Woodbury itself and also
Salterton. The original fire engine was bought by Robert Brent
who paid for it himself, and it was operated by the Woodbury
Volunteers. Abraham Berry was the first captain of the brigade,
which was horse drawn throughout its entire life. By the turn of
the Century William Abbott the ironmonger had taken over the
reins, followed later by George Berry. In the 1870’s the “Fire
Station”, seen right in 1914, was built over the brook in Mirey
Lane, and everything was housed here.

Inspection of the Fire Brigade accounts for the period 1904-1929 make interesting reading. The cost of each
fire is meticulously recorded, down to the last  penny, which had to be paid for by the Parish Council.

An annual retainer was paid to the Captain of the brigade, and to the team of eleven firemen. Just ten
shillings a year in 1906 up to £1.10s. in 1929. The pumpers seemed to have been the best paid, but it is clear
from the accounts at the bottom of the page that a decision was made early on in a fire as to whether to try to
put it out or not! The fire at the Globe Inn cost very little in pumpers, but that of Parkhayes cost three times
as much. Charges were made for hire of horses to pull the engine, somebody as messenger, and someone to
supply refreshments. In some accounts, damage to the engine itself was occasioned, therefore causing repair
costs.

The brigade continued in force until 1929, when it
was disbanded. Fire cover was then provided from
Topsham,  from where it still comes today. The
picture on the left shows the new Topsham machine
taking part in the 1935 Jubilee celebrations on the
Arch.

































Every year the firemen were paid a retainer for
their services, and were expected to be available
when a fire occurred. They were also expected to
take part in training periods. The names of all the
firemen are recorded here on the following pages.
































































