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What is the Historic Environment?

The past is all around us. The Historic Environment is all the aspects of our parish which have

come about through the interaction between people and places through time. It therefore

includes not just archaeological sites, earthworks and monuments, and historic buildings, but the

historic aspects of fields, lanes, waterways and woodlands.

Why does it matter to our parish?

Our village and parish is unique. All of its character, including the layout of the villages, the

material that buildings have been built from, the shape of the fields, the make-up of the

woodlands, the direction of the tracks and lanes, look the way they do because of choices that

our ancestors and predecessors made in the past. Our parish will continue to change and evolve,

but in order to help shape this future evolution effectively and to celebrate what makes our

parish special, we need to understand how it has come to look the way it does. The HEAP

framework is one way which will help us gain this understanding. It is a voyage of discovery

which will shed new light on our parish.

Why we chose to complete a HEAP

A HEAP is one way to gather evidence about the historic features that are in our landscape. Lots

of people already have information, either as memories of the past, old photographs, maps and

documents, through family history research, or local history research. The HEAP process

provides a way of gathering this information together so it is not lost, and of sharing it with

others, of undertaking new research by asking questions about the landscape, and of identifying

what is special to local people, what is under threat, and what further work we would like to do.

This report was compiled by

Roger Stokes, Diana Wackerbarth and Sally Elliott

with particular support from Prof Patrick Dillon and Gillian Selley,

and with contributions from

Nick Burgess, Tim Frampton, John Treasaden, Priscilla Trenchard, Sylvia Wickenden

and Leisha Farrar.

With special thanks to

Philippe Planel and Emma Rouse, Wyvern Heritage and Landscape Consultancy.

The Woodbury HEAP project was funded and supported by the East Devon Area of Outstanding Natural

Beauty and English Heritage.
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OUR MAIN HEAP CRITERIA
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INTRODUCTION

WOODBURY PARISH AND THE HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT ACTION PLAN

Woodbury Parish is one of only two pilot schemes in this innovative project set up by the East

Devon AONB Partnership and funded by English Heritage. The Project aims to identify and

explore the most important heritage features in each parish’s landscape, to consider what issues are

affecting them, and to create a strategic and community-based Historic Environment Action Plan

(HEAP). A HEAP is intended to be a positive statement of what each parish values and why, what

future steps could be taken to explore its heritage further, and how these might be achieved.

The response in Woodbury has been co-ordinated by the Local History Society, alongside

contributions by Prof Patrick Dillon and with the participation of members of the Society and

other interested individuals.

Woodbury (along with Branscombe) was chosen for the HEAP pilot because since 1994 its large

Local History Society has been extremely active. Building on earlier research by local residents, it

has been gathering, documenting, interpreting, and making available to the public, information

about the history of the parish – thus ensuring that it is not lost to future generations. The Parish

also has long experience of projects and campaigns concerning the natural and built environment.

The Report begins by ‘Setting the Scene’, with a brief description of the parish landscape,

followed by a summary of relevant work that had already been undertaken before the Project, and

the new research areas for HEAP. Notable early publications relating to the historic landscape and

environmental change include –

Ursula Brighouse, Woodbury: a View from the Beacon (1981)

Sally and Ramsay Elliott, Woodbury Parish 1894-1994: Living a Century of Change (1994)

Margaret Parkinson’s chapters in both these books on the environment and change.

The Parish Map (1994)

The Woodbury Parish Design Statement (2002)

More recent work, of special relevance to the Society’s response to HEAP, includes former

Chairman Roger Stokes’ extensive project (2008-11) researching, digitising, and making available

online, the parish Tithe Map of 1839. This has formed a sound basis for comparison with the

present-day landscape. The history and changing character of local environmental features such as

woods, hedgerow trees and wild flowers have been studied and described by Sally Elliott (one of

the parish Tree Wardens) and Sylvia Wickenden (2009-11). Oral histories compiled by members,

documentary research by former Secretary Gillian Selley and many others, photographic records

by Sylvia Wickenden, an image library archived by Roger Stokes, and regular articles in the

Society’s Newsletter and elsewhere have established a comprehensive and continually expanding

social and landscape history of the parish.
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Building on all of this, a group of Society members responded to HEAP by asking new, deeper

questions about some (out of many possible) elements of the historic landscape, particularly since

the time of the Tithe Map. Their individual researches are gathered together in the second section,

elaborating on ‘The Character of Woodbury, 1839-1920’.

‘How the Character of Woodbury has Changed’ describes changes since that period in, for

example, the agricultural landscape, ancient woodlands, local footpaths, and the fabric of the

villages. It also reports on the ways landscape history and change were researched and shared with

the public during the Project. With the support of the AONB Partnership, four innovative

Mapping Workshops were carried out in the three villages of the parish, using historical maps to

investigate and record changes in the landscape between the Tithe Map of 1839 and the present

day. Also with AONB support, a walk was organised to explore historic features in the landscape,

and the Tree and Wildflower Surveys were printed and made available to relevant agencies, such

as local libraries and schools, and the Devon Wildlife Trust. In addition, during the period of the

Project, Roger Stokes spoke on the historic landscape of the parish to the East Devon AONB

Heritage Conference; the Local History Society organised a talk in Woodbury Salterton by a

former resident reflecting on his family’s farming history in the village; and Sylvia Wickenden

began cataloguing historical maps in the Society’s collection. An independent out-growth of the

Project was the creation of a blog about the natural and historic environment of the village of

Woodbury Salterton, by Diana Wackerbarth and Sally Elliott.

Woodbury is one of the largest parishes in Devon, and, given the resources of time and energy, it

has seemed a more difficult task to find ways of identifying what is currently significant to local

people. Prof Patrick Dillon has addressed this by initiating a Subjective Geographies project,

which is reported in ‘Points of Significance’.

Finally, ‘Potential Future Actions’ looks ahead to some possible intentions and activities – to

continue research into the historical landscape and changes within it; to explore more fully the

significance of heritage features in the landscape and issues that are affecting them; to disseminate

information; and to encourage further participation and knowledge-sharing with a new and

growing generation of residents.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~

The HEAP Project introduced a fresh impetus into ways of viewing and understanding the parish

landscape, in a style that was new to many people. We hope this pioneering process will continue

to enhance awareness and reach further into our community – questioning and responding to the

history of our environment, changes within it, and what we value. We are grateful to everyone

who took part or assisted, and especially to the AONB Partnership and English Heritage for being

the catalyst. The support and encouragement of all of these has been invaluable.

HEAP has been an important and creative project for Woodbury Parish. It has helped to

re-imagine and amplify existing knowledge of the historic dimensions of the contemporary

landscape, approaching and bringing it into public awareness in innovative ways. We hope it will

continue to bear fruit into the future.
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These words, written more than thirty years ago in the introduction to the first published history of

Woodbury, are still resonant today. Despite the visual intrusion of Exeter's expansion into the

surrounding landscape, the view from the Beacon is still extremely fine. But can the same be said

about the feelings of ‘continuity’ and ‘stability’, at a time when the fringes of all our villages are

threatened with housing development, and good agricultural land is being ‘diversified’ into

commercial and leisure uses? The HEAP Project is a timely opportunity to re-consider the historic

environment and change within it, and to re-assess what is valued by the community.

“Stand on Woodbury Beacon on a clear, sunny day and

you will be rewarded with one of the finest views in

England. Here, 580ft above sea level, is the highest

point in the parish and the oldest man-made features of

its landscape. Before you is spread out half of Devon,

and Woodbury’s place in it is immediately known ...

More than anything, perhaps, one senses here the

feeling of continuity, of being on the conveyor belt of

history – and the stability that comes from it... All the

past has gone into making the present what it is.”

Ursula Brighouse,

Woodbury: a View from the Beacon (1981)

Setting the Scene
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WOODBURY PARISH LANDSCAPE

Woodbury Parish lies south-east of Exeter, between the city and Exmouth. It is one of the largest

in Devon (with a population in 2001 of 3,337), and occupies 6,531 acres of gently undulating rural

land. It is also perhaps one of the most diverse in the county, in terms of its variety of landscape.

In the west at Exton, the Parish extends into the middle of the Exe Estuary, with its internationally

important saltmarshes and mud flats; and in the east, to the hills of the East Devon Pebblebed

Heaths, where one of the largest expanses of lowland heath in southern Britain can be found.

Between these lies a broadly agricultural landscape of fields, which are mostly intensively

managed pasture or arable land. Away from the main roads, the network of narrow winding lanes,

between Devon hedgebanks, has miles of traditional species-rich hedgerows with mature

hedgerow trees. Combined with these, scattered small woodlands and copses make the landscape

appear very wooded. Nestled within it are the three main villages of Woodbury at the centre of

the parish, Woodbury Salterton and Exton, together with the hamlets of Grindle, Gulliford,

Nutwell, Venmoor and Woodmanton, and a number of individual farms. The variety of scenery,

elevation, aspect and ecology in the parish is considered to be a large part of the charm of its

heritage.

The parish can be seen as a whole from the highest point of Woodbury Common, about 175m

above sea-level on the Pebblebed Heaths. Its situation can be understood within a far wider

landscape adjoining on one side Lyme Bay – which can be seen eastwards towards Dorset along

the Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site to Beer Head (and sometimes as far as the Isle of Portland)

– and, on the other, the Exe estuary and South Devon coast south-westwards to Berry Head. To

the west the view extends beyond the Haldon Hills to Dartmoor, to the north beyond the Raddon

Hills to Exmoor, to the east to East Hill ridge, to the south-east to Peak Hill and High Peak, and to

the south to the estuary of the River Otter at Budleigh Salterton, and the heathlands north of

Exmouth.

Much of the parish landscape is underlain by Littleham mudstone, a mixture of mud and silt that

creates the fertile, heavy clayey subsoil characteristic of the area, and also greatly influences local

drainage. There are occasional sandy outcrops, such as Windmill Hill (close to the northern

boundary of the parish) and the low ridge to the west of Woodbury.2 A particular feature of the

soils is the multitude of large pebbles contained within them, known locally as ‘pobbles’ or

‘popples’. These originate from the slopes of the Pebblebed Heaths, and their wide use in

vernacular building has created a distinctive local style. The ridge of the Heaths is the remains of

an ancient riverbed that flowed from south to north through a red sandy desert. Formed entirely of

pebbles, it is absolutely unique in the United Kingdom. At the base of its steep western scarp

slope, a springline drains towards the Exe estuary and the River Clyst.
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The parish is rich in areas of particular landscape and habitat significance. The East Devon

Pebblebed Heaths are part of the East Devon Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Their lowland

heathland habitat is one of the most important conservation sites in Europe, designated a Site of

Special Scientific Interest, a Special Area of Conservation, and a Special Protection Area. Below

the heathland, the belt of farmland includes an area adjacent to the AONB in the southeast of the

parish that is designated an Area of Great Landscape Value. In addition, the Exe estuary is

nationally important for its coastal habitat and designated a Site of Special Scientific Interest and a

Special Protection Area, and is also a Ramsar site for its international significance as a waterfowl

habitat.

The known human story of the parish begins around 7000BCE with hunters of the Mesolithic

period, through the Neolithic woodland clearance from about 4000BCE, and the Bronze Age

creation of at least 26 round barrows on the Pebblebed Heaths between about 2000 and 1000BCE.

These are the oldest known monuments in the locality and suggest that it was a significant

funerary landscape in that period.3 Two of the barrows are important landmarks on the ridge of

the Commons. Also prominent on the highest point of the skyline – and with exceptionally long

views in every direction – is the early Iron Age hill-fort of Woodbury Castle. The extent of

Roman presence here is uncertain. The landscape of farms and smallholdings, ancient field

patterns and banks, sunken lanes and hedgerows is, however, of great antiquity. Much of the

existing settlement pattern was established in Saxon times, when Woodbury acquired its name,

and medieval strip fields still exist in some places.

In the modern era, the character of the parish has been much affected by its proximity to Exeter

(7 miles) and Exmouth (4 miles), and to national road, rail and air communications. Alongside the

many ancient and historic features, the contemporary landscape includes diversification of

agricultural land into more recent new housing, business parks and leisure uses. Currently, many

fields around the settlements are under threat of further housing development.

1 The information in this section is taken from the Woodbury Parish Design Statement (2002), which is

available via the Woodbury Village website http://www.woodburydevon.co.uk/ or at

www.eastdevon.gov.uk/woodburyvillagedesignstatement.

It also draws on the Woodbury Parish Biodiversity Audit at www.devon.gov.uk/woodburypba.pdf
2 Country Matters, newsletter 1 of the Woodbury Salterton Society (Summer 1986), p7
3 Tilley, Christopher, (2010) Interpreting Landscapes, pp248-292, Chap 6, Sensory Experience on the East
Devon Pebblebeds.
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WORK ALREADY UNDERTAKEN

The Woodbury Local History Society was founded in 1994 and has a large and dedicated

membership. For twenty years it has been building on earlier research – gathering, archiving,

interpreting and making information available, through publications, regular meetings, and online.

A comprehensive and continually expanding social and landscape history of the parish has been

created, thus avoiding its loss to the influx of new residents and to future generations. Woodbury

has also been active over many years in issues relating to the local environment and conservation.

Work already undertaken before the HEAP Project includes the following:

Publications

Apart from the Parish Map, these are now out-of-print but second-hand copies are occasionally

available locally or online:

Brighouse, Ursula W (1981), Woodbury: a View from the Beacon (Woodbury News
Publications) – this general history of the parish drew on the researches of many individuals,
presenting their knowledge at the time as a highly readable story. It is an important fund of
information and interpretation, and includes a particularly relevant section by Margaret
Parkinson on the history of the natural landscape.

Illustrated Centenary Parish Map (1994), artist Philippa Thompson – this Parish Council
project was part of a national celebration marking the centenary of the formation of Parish
Councils. It also reflected a nation-wide initiative by the charity Common Ground to help
communities address what they valued in their areas and why. The map was created from
a collaboration between many individual researchers, and is rich in visual imagery of
historic properties, views, and the flora and fauna of the area. It also presents historical
information, residents’ memories, and local folklore.

Elliott, Sally and Ramsay eds. (1994), Woodbury Parish 1894-1994: Living a Century of
Change – this was published by the Parish Council Map and Book Committee to
complement the Parish Map. It includes a wealth of reminiscences of local residents
gathered in order to create the Map. Of particular relevance is the section by Margaret
Parkinson (pp76-87) and testimonies, for example by Sally Elliott and John Parker
(pp33-37), relating to environmental change.

Stokes, Roger (1999), Woodbury: the Twentieth Century Revisited (Halsgrove) – an
extensive photographic and written record of Woodbury life during the Twentieth
Century. It includes a long and interesting reminiscence of agricultural life in Woodbury
Salterton.

Devon County Council (1994) Devon Circular Walks: Woodbury – a series of four illustrated
leaflets annotated with local history and other landscape information. Available from
Woodbury Hardware and the Local History Society.

Wilson, Margaret (2004), A Woodbury Triumph (private publication) – recounts the
successful campaign to prevent the construction of two golf courses on Woodbury Common.
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Woodbury Village website - www.woodburydevon.co.uk – includes

An archive of old photographs of the parish.

The Tithe Map of Woodbury 1839, digitally enhanced by Roger Stokes between 2008 and
2011 in two versions – one outline, and one with detail from the Tithe Apportionment
Book added. The Tithe Apportionment Book itself, major landowners and orchards of
1839 are also presented

Woodbury Tree Survey and Wild Flower surveys (2009-11), compiled by Sally Elliott and
Sylvia Wickenden.

Local History Society Newsletter -
www.woodburyhistorysociety.co.uk/publications.htm

An important archive of articles arising from individual members’ researches since 2001.
Of particular relevance to the historic landscape is the article in the 2010 edition by Sally
Elliott on the History of Hedgerow Trees, which marked the completion of the hedge tree
survey she undertook with Sylvia Wickenden. The survey and historical study was
undertaken partly to “raise awareness and appreciation of these wonderful landscape
features and thereby make a case for their conservation and continuity.”

Woodbury Parish Design Statement (2002) – online at www.woodburydevon.co.uk and at
www.eastdevon.gov.uk/woodburyvillagedesignstatement

This Parish Council project contains a description of the local historical landscape and a
useful outline of the history of the parish, with a summary of views and features that are
valued. The research and much of the writing was contributed by many local residents.

Woodbury News - http://issuu.com/woodburynews

Online and in print – carries occasional articles about local history.

Woodbury History Society Reference Library

Housed in Woodbury Village Hall, this comprehensive library is open to the public on
request. It contains a wide variety of historic maps and documents, newspaper clippings,
books, pamphlets, research reports, photographs and etchings. The topics covered include
land, agriculture, watercourses, buildings, people, trades and occupations, education,
health, crime, leisure, the military and oral history tapes and transcripts.

Society members also have photographic and oral history archives.
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Woodbury History Society website - www.woodburyhistorysociety.co.uk

Under construction by Roger Stokes. In addition to information about the Society, this
currently includes copies of the annual newsletter, an archive of postcard views of the
parish, and the beginnings of reports on individual researches.

Other work in progress includes the Woodbury Photographic Archive which contains more than
2,500 photographs already digitised by Roger Stokes. This will be catalogued with as much
information as possible.

Evelyn Leach was born in 1911 in

Woodbury Salterton: “The village and

surrounding countryside has changed a great

deal in her lifetime, almost beyond

recognition. She recalls tall hedges and an

abundance of wild flowers, men working in

the fields, thatching and practicing other

country skills which were then

commonplace... fields full of wild daffodils

which she identified as the old-fashioned

‘vanzion’ variety known locally by its

nickname of ‘butter and eggs.”

Sam Tucker: “Heathfield farm had been in

the Tucker family for nearly 600 years. The

original farmhouse which burnt down in the

late 1920s was over 900 years old.... Sam

shares ... memories of the profusion of wild

daffodils ... that covered the fields nearer the

old farmhouse site. They started to disappear

about twenty years ago, but a few remain. A

field named “Very Plat” was renowned for its

kingcups... Sam listed the known field names

of the farm ... here is a selection: Sins Door;

Woody Haze; Haylands; Pissover; Yevills

Park; Lousy Five Acre; Minty Field.”

Sally and Elliott Ramsay (1994)

George Wilson, Woodbury Salterton: “The

Village has changed greatly during my

lifetime. In the 1920s the cottages were

mainly occupied by farm workers... Many of

the cottages were in a bad state of repair

because the owners could not afford to

maintain them. Probably dating back to the

1600s they were built of cob and roofed with

wheat reed thatch which had a life of about

30 years. Sanitation was primitive, usually a

bucket privy at the end of the garden path.

Main sewerage was still 50 years away.

Lighting was by paraffin brass table lamps

and candles. Electricity came in the mid

1930s.... Poultry belonging to farmer Harry

Ware and Jack Phillips roamed the road all

day around the pub area, much of which was

grass-covered, pecking in complete peace.

The children played hopscotch, whipped tops

and truckled hoops. In fact the road was their

playing field.”

Roger Stokes (1999)

Parish folklore and sayings:

Hear the trains and it will rain.

To hear Woodbury bells from Heathfield Farm meant rain.

Signs of rain: a mackerel sky, hills look close,

leaves on trees turning up in wind, moon on its back, swallows flying low,

the yaffling of the green woodpecker, sun drawing water in the evening.

Rooks nesting high, fine weather; rooks nesting low, stormy weather.

Animals running around field with tails in the air meant thunder.

To hear Woodbury Salterton School clock strike, it will be fine.

Sheep should never hear Church bells twice from the same field.
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Apart from its general agricultural makeup, the parish of Woodbury is also the home to

more than 200 varieties of wildflowers, which have been found in a survey by two of our

history society members during a four year survey. These are just a few of them, and the

whole survey is presented in a separate document.

Just a few of the of the 200

plus wild flowers found in

the survey.

Common Spotted Orchid.

Greater and Lesser Stitchwort

Dog Rose Yellow Iris.

Rosebay Willowherb. Sweet Briar Rose.



15

HEAP RESEARCH AREAS

Given the depth and breadth of existing research and published material, the Local History

Society decided as a first step to find new research areas relating to the character of the historical

landscape and features within it. An extensive list of possible topics was proposed:

The Common and Wasteland – including grazing and furze etc cutting rights, enclosure
and encroachment, military use.

Woodlands – including charcoal-burning.

Roads, lanes and footpaths – comparison with earlier maps, widening schemes, names.

Farms – types of soil and farming, consolidation of small farms
from mid 19th century, field names, marls and sand,
marshland.

Watercourses – names and origins, leats, wells and pumps, old ponds,

piped water.

Mills

Industry and business – serge-making, brick-making, tanning, blacksmiths, new
industries, businesses and caravan parks on farmland.

Coastal industries – lime kilns, whale oil, coal yards, fishing, fertiliser,

stone boats.

Deer parks

Field names

Common fields

Burgages

Parish pounds

Building on Roger Stokes’ extensive work on the Tithe Map of 1839, that date was taken as the

comparison point. Several topics from this list were researched by individual participants in the

Project, and the results are compiled in the following sections, principally the first The Character

of Woodbury 1839-1920. Other topics remain as possibilities for future inquiry.

Exploring aspects of change and involving the wider public seemed at first more problematic.

With the support of the AONB Partnership, however, fresh ways both of looking at change in the

historical landscape and of increasing participation were undertaken. These are reported in the

second section, on How the Character of Woodbury has Changed.
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PREAMBLE

Woodbury is not just one village but a parish. It used to be the second largest parish in the

county of Devon until boundary changes in the 1980s. Currently it includes within its bounds

three villages, the main one which is Woodbury itself, is in the centre of the picture. To the

North, the smaller village of Woodbury Salterton, and on the Western side is the village of

Exton. The parish has quite a long waterfront along the eastern side of the River Exe, and over

the years has had quite nautical history, but that will be revealed later.

WOODBURY PARISH 2014

As you can see from the cover picture, Woodbury itself is a compact village surrounded by

slightly sloping and good arable land, rising to the ridge of Woodbury Common, in the

background, and the English Channel beyond. The Common in total covers some 3000 acres,

but it is divided between the surrounding villages, and each has its own area. Our portion

extends to some 724 acres, although the whole area is generally known as Woodbury Common,

(also nowadays as the Pebblebed Heaths), and is part of the East Devon AONB.
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However in 1839 the parish was somewhat larger, and this extra piece included what appears to

be an island site. This was some 2 to 3 miles detached from Woodbury parish itself, which has

always been considered quite unusual. Subsequent to the Tithe Map, this area, which is to the

western side of West Hill near Ottery St Mary, was removed from Woodbury control. The lower

addition here, which is the village of Ebford, has also been lost in a boundary change back in the

1970s to 1980s, so the parish currently is as you saw originally in the map on the previous page.

Woodbury during this period covered some 7304 acres, containing 65 farms, mostly tenanted, a

small area of woodlands, but few dwellings in general. It also had a total of 278 acres of

orchards, plus 270 acres equivalent of estuary within its bounds. The Parish boundary follows

the low water mark of the River Exe. Considerable maritime and other industries flourished

adjacent to the river, due to its access to the open sea.

WOODBURY PARISH TITHE MAP 1839
(Digitised and Enhanced)
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Land ownership in 1839

THE AGRICULTURAL SCENE

Roger Stokes, one of our history society members, has spent some 2,000 hours over three years

digitising the Woodbury Tithe map, from which it now possible to glean many interesting facts

hitherto unknown.

Here you can see the make-up in different colours. The yellow is the Nutwell Estate, the green is

the Rolle Estate land, the red at the top and down through the centre are farms belonging to the

Vicars Choral, the blue on the top right is land belonging to Thomas Putt, whose research on apple

tree stocks produced the Tom Putt variety, and the other orange colour are farms belonging to Brice

Wakeford Lee, whose main base was at Ebford Barton.
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LEGEND

The Cropping Pattern 1839

Garden
Curtilage
Nursery

Meadow Pasture Arable Orchard Wood
Plantation

Withy
Beds

Furse Waste Common Beach

The Tithe Apportionment book for Woodbury Parish gives us the following information:

The total (taxable) lands of the Parish amount to five thousand four hundred and sixty nine

acres and one rood. This is broken down as follows:

Three thousand one hundred and one acres, one rood as arable;

One thousand six hundred acres, two roods as meadow and pasture;

Two hundred and seventy eight acres as orchard;

Ninety four acres as woodland;

Three hundred and eighty nine acres, two roods as brake;

Six acres are used as common land (excluding Woodbury Common).

1 Acre = 4840 sq yards

1 Acre = 4 roods = 160 perches

1 Rood = ¼ acre = 1210 sq yds
= 40 perches.

1 Perch = 30.25 sq yds.
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The 278 acres of orchards of Woodbury
parish 1839.

The Tithe Map shows that the majority of all

the orchards were centred close-up to the

villages. There were few small ones in

between, but basically the bulk were right up

to the houses.

The picture to the right is a zoom in on

Woodbury village itself, where this can be

seen quite clearly.

ORCHARDS, APPLES AND CIDER MAKING
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Diary records from Rydon Farm, Woodbury

During the course of our research, we have been lucky enough to have had access to early 20th

century records from Rydon Farm, where the Glanvill family have farmed continuously for over

two hundred years. More importantly, they have meticulously kept a detailed diary of the time.

These diary entries show that the work done on the orchards played a major part in the workload

of a typical Woodbury farm. If you look at the top left it says ‘fetched 100 apple trees from Mr

Martin, Broadclyst, taking out apple tree pits in six acre orchard and planting apple trees, digging

out more pits, planted 20 trees’, and so on. On other pages it reports on the delivery of the cider to

local pubs in Exmouth and surrounding areas.

The sale of apple wood ‘faggots’ were an important part of their annual income. Great importance

was also placed on having a very productive kitchen garden, to supply fruit and vegetables to the

farmhouse, and be totally self sufficient in their usually isolated locations.

Virtually every local farm would have had a cider press of its own, as over and above the

commercial aspect of the apple crop, all those who worked on the farms were issued with a firkin

of cider a day in a stone jar. This was to keep them ‘fuelled up’ for all the manual work that they

had to do. It was a time of really hard labour, with hedging and ditching taking place all through

the winter period.
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The significance of cider is shown above, where the products used in the process of cider making

were very prominently displayed on the auction poster above. As you can see, they were

specifically picked out and placed in the sub heading of the poster, above the livestock and

general goods and chattels.

It can be seen also that each household owned at least one cow, and perhaps a few pigs. These

would have been kept to provide milk and meat for the usually large families.

Mrs Pomeroy’s sale in 1892.
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WATERCOURSES, MILLS AND ABORTED PROJECTS

There are two main watercourses in the Parish of Woodbury - The Gill Brook and the Grindle

Brook. Both rise on the eastern side of the Parish just below the ridge of Woodbury Common.

Both, and in particular Gill Brook, have powered two of Woodbury’s water mills in the past.

The Gill Brook and its tributaries cross almost the entire breadth of Woodbury Parish emptying
into the River Exe. (The Mill leats shown in yellow). Rydon Mill (1) and Exton Mill (2).

THE EARLY HISTORY OF MILLING IN WOODBURY

The first mention of milling is in the Domesday Book when a mill is said to render 7s 6d.

The only two water mills we have any records of in the Manor of Woodbury are the

ones at Rydon and Exton. There is only one piece of evidence of a mill in the manor

of ‘Grendil’ and Salterton, in a charter of Torre Abbey (dated about 1300) in which

there is an exchange of land for a pond to supply ‘Grendil’ Mill.

Most rivers, streams, and brooks change very little over the years, unless the water is wanted

away from its course, i.e. to drive a mill, irrigate, form lakes, ponds or to prevent flooding.

The new Post Office in Woodbury had to get the post to meet the mail coach at "Ashtree", now

Pink House Corner. The messenger had problems getting there in very wet weather due to

overflows of water at Gillbrook. The new bridge at Ham Lane was too small to take the present

river flow, and another larger bridge had to be built. The Gill Brook continues on past the

current Breakers Yard to a weir, sending some water on past the sewage works and the rest past

Rydon Farm to Rydon millpond. The millpond was in fact a widened leat and followed the

roadside. It is now filled in and forms a grass verge beside Rydon Lane. The Mill buildings

have since been transformed into housing in its own grounds. Both flows meet 150 metres past

the mill, then 500 metres further on was another weir of which very little remains and is

unusable. In the past this weir diverted the river two fields to the north of Rydon Lane. This

boosted the stream to Exton Mill which flowed from South Hill farm and Higher and Lower

Bagmores farms and into the millpond, again this was a widened leat to form the "pool". At

some point the Exton weir was removed or washed away after the mill went out of use. The

weir is shown on the tithe map 1839, therefore built prior to that date. It is believed that the

river must have flowed down its present course before the weir was built.
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THE GRINDLE BROOK

The brook springs near the Warren below the Common and runs in and out of the Parish

boundary. It picks up two tributaries on the way, one from Rockham Wood and the other from

Lyndhayne, now the Woodbury Park Golf Course. Fishing ponds and green watering reservoirs

have been dug along this tributary in more recent years. The Grindle flows on to Winkleigh

Farm and Greendale Bridge. The tributary from Castle Brake and Hogsbrook Wood runs

through farm land into the Grindle. After Greendale Barton, now a very large industrial park, it

continues west parallel to Honey Lane through fields to a farm track ford where it is joined by

the Woodbury Salterton stream.

Opposite Greendale Barton there is now a small business park, which on the Tithe Map is plot

110, and is called Mill Park and is listed as ‘pasture’. On the 1905 OS map it still named as Mill

Park ‘pasture’. On the 1946 OS map this is unchanged, but on the 1969 OS map it has changed,

and shows buildings in the plot.

In 1852 Mr Phillips built a bridge at Greendale at a cost of £74 with donations of 15,000 bricks

from various people. In 1878 a bridge at Honey Lane was built at a cost of £30.

There are no signs in 2014 of any "Water meadows" as mentioned in Ursula Brighouse’s book,

"A View from the Beacon". A mile or so downstream of the ford, the Grindle exits the Parish

towards Clyst St Mary.

The Woodbury Salterton stream springs east beyond the village near Redslow Plantation running

through farmland and reaching the village, having picked up tributaries from Browns and Pigeons

Farms, passing the well or water spout, then under Stoney Lane Bridge, Village School and

behind the Church, finally under Honey Lane and joins the Grindle.

The Grindle Brook and it’s tributaries leave our parish past Greendale Farm and eventually join the River Clyst.

Possible site of Grendil Mill
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The location of the proposed reservoir and dam.

The Topsham, Woodbury and Lympstone Waterworks Company 1868

In the triangle of land where one follows the road to Budleigh Salterton there are some 90 acres

of land, and in the blue area the newly formed Topsham, Woodbury and Lympstone Water

Company wanted to build this reservoir which would pipe water to the three places. It was an

ambitious plan which was probably not well founded. It came to a sad end when the company

itself went bankrupt before completion for a variety of reasons, including a major disagreement

with the landowners the Rolle Estate.

After a search at the Devon Record Office, the details of this proposed dam were found, and

bottom left you can see one of the many plan pages.

To the left, is a section of the original plans
of 1868. This shows the position of the

proposed dam.

Other sections of the plan show systems of
pipework bringing water into this reservoir

from the stream that flows down from
Rushmore Farm through Woodbury Wood.

One of the main arguments against the
success of the project was that the total

flow of all the streams would not be
sufficient to be able to supply Woodbury,

Topsham and Lympstone, without
detriment to the two working mills at

Rydon and Exton.
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The Topsham, Woodbury and Lympstone Waterworks Act 1868

An Act of Parliament for supplying Topsham, Clyst St George,

Woodbury and Lympstone with water:

Main points

(a) Present supply of water in the parishes is insufficient for their inhabitants

(b) Plans and Sections of the reservoir, filter beds, aqueducts or main pipes showing line and

levels, and a book of reference has been lodged with the Clerk of the Peace for Devon

(see ref:1858A/add PZ2 in the DRO)

(c) Parties named and others willing, at their own expense, to provide increased and improved

supply of water and maintain the necessary works for the purpose of being incorporated into

a Company.

Works authorized:

(a) Reservoir with all necessary bye-washes, filter beds, excavations, embankments and

other works connected wholly in the Parish of Woodbury, and on the Four Firs and

Black Hill streams at or near the junction of the said streams, and in the plantations,

fields or closes of land numbered 1632-34, 1636-39, 1660, 1662-64 on the tithe map

(b) A conduit, aqueduct or line of pipes wholly in the Parish of Woodbury commencing in

a plantation (1508) at or near the north-east corner of the plantation and terminating in

the a/m reservoir by a junction on the north side

(c) A conduit, aqueduct or line of pipes commencing in the Parish of Woodbury by a

junction with the a/m reservoir at the west end, and terminating in the Parish of

Topsham at or near the Topsham Railway Station at or near the point where the London

and South West Railway (Topsham Branch) crosses the road from Topsham to

Exmouth

(d) A conduit, aqueduct or line of pipes commencing in the Parish of Woodbury by a junction

with the last named conduit or line of pipes at a point on the turnpike road from Exeter to

Exmouth, and terminating in the Parish of Lympstone at or near the south-east corner of the

churchyard of the parish church.

This picture, kindly provided
by the Clinton Devon Estates,
shows a view of the remaining

earthworks which could be
seen following the harvesting
of the trees a few years ago.

New trees have now been
planted, and this scene will not

be visible again for another
forty or fifty years, until they

are again harvested.

A once in a lifetime view
perhaps!
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‘Cornishes’ Tannery beside the Green c.1880.

The earliest recorded tanner in Woodbury was William Collins in 1654 who died in 1696. He

operated either from the tannery on Broadway (part of Adams Tenement owned by the Rolle

Estate) or at Coombe Farm in Gulliford, in which estate there were three fields called Tan Park in

the occupation of William Collins in the late 17th century. There is no evidence, apart from the

field names, of a tannery at Coombe Farm, but the tannery on Broadway was certainly

established in the 17th century. By 1699 Anthony and later John Copplestone were the tanners at

Adams (or Copplestones as it was now called) and were in business there for the next 30 years or

so.

The second tannery, known as Cornishes on the Green, was the one established in 1808 when

Thorn Farm was sold to Peter Sharland. He came from a family of tanners in various parts of

East Devon, and joined forces with Henry Wippel to run a tannery from the outhouses of the

old farm that adjoined the brook alongside the road by the churchyard. After Sharland's death in

1842 Henry Wippel ran the tannery with his son-in-law, Thomas Gibbings. Gibbings took over

in sole charge after the death of Wippel in 1848 and eventually sold the business in 1856 to

Thomas Ware, who with his acquisition of the Gilbrook tannery in the same year now held the

monopoly of tanning in Woodbury. Ware closed the tannery in 1884, there not being enough

work to warrant running two tanneries. The numerous complaints of the unpleasant and

insanitary condition of the brook and surrounding areas, which were contaminated by the

tannery waste, and noxious smells probably also affecting his decision.

The largest tannery was at Gilbrook and was part of an estate owned by the Vicars Choral of the

Cathedral in Exeter. The first recorded tanner there was Thomas Weeks in 1749 who was

succeeded by William Hole in 1790. After his death Thomas, his son, ran the tannery for 10

years before he was declared bankrupt and the business was sold to a William Sanders.

TANNING
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Thomas Gibbings sale in 1857.

Once again the significance of cider is
shown, even in a tannery sale, where the

products used in the process of cider
making were very prominently displayed
on the auction poster, above the general

goods and chattels.

This household too owned at least one
cow, and woe betide any unwanted visitor
for whom the ‘Man trap’ advertised in the

sale obviously laid in wait!

Due to the importation of cheap hides

from South America in the early 20th

century the tannery found itself unable

to compete and the Ware family

diversified in 1913, making use of

Berry's mill, into grinding and selling

animal feed and fertiliser. In 1969 the

business was sold by the Ware family,

but manufacturing was continued there

until 1975.

The last tanners at Gilbrook were Thomas Ware and his sons, who bought the tannery from

Sanders in 1856. Some of the transactions of Ware & Sons have survived, including a receipt

showing the oak bark that the firm bought from the Rolle Estate in the 1870s. The port dues from

Topsham show that in 1862 Thomas Ware & Sons received a delivery of 65 tons of bark from

Ostend for its two tanneries. The same year the firm exported from Topsham 80 bags of hair, one

of the by-products of the trade. In 1863 the business was doing well enough to obtain 100 salt

hides by ship - it is not known where they came from but large quantities of hides were being

brought into the country from South America by this time. Whether these were tanned hides for

the use of the family's leather business in Salisbury and Bristol or skins to be tanned at Gilbrook

is unclear.

According to a member of the Ware family, still living at Gilbrook House, "many local men were

employed at the Gilbrook Tannery and they used to wait on the bridge until summoned by a large

bell rung from the yard" - she adds that "a mill was put in by Mr George Berry's grandfather and

was used to grind Myrobalan (a type of Indian acorn used for dying and tanning). As the mill was

not being used to its full capacity in this way it was also put to use for corn-grinding about 1884".
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The Brick Fields of the Parish shown in red.

BRICK AND TILE MAKING

Robert and William Phillips were the best-known brick makers in the parish, though there is

evidence of one other man and the possibility of others. Bricks were made at two sites in the

parish, the first being the Nutwell Brickfield and kiln which was owned by Sir Trayton Drake. In

1824 William Wranch, described as a brickmaker, was charged before the magistrates with

making an incorrect entry of the bricks made by him, which he was bound to do every six weeks.

Wranch, who was partly illiterate, had inserted 4000 bricks only in his ledger, though he had paid

duty on 40,000. He was fined £1 for an incorrect entry, the magistrates agreeing that there was no

intention of fraud. According to the tithe map he was still renting the brickfield in 1840, but by

1859 William Phillips was using the premises. The Southill yard belonged to the Rolle Estate and

was described as a brick ground in an 1859 poor rate, though it was called a garden plot in 1840.

Robert Phillips had an agreement with the Rolle Estate to pay a rent or royalty of 5s for every

1000 bricks made on the premises and £1 per annum for use of the kiln. There was another

'brickfield' which was a freehold field known as 'Pitt Close' in the l7th century - it was part of

Philip Lempriere's estate of Thorn Farm. The field was owned by Philip White in 1832 and farmed
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as arable by William Marks in 1840 - in 1859 it was rented by Tapscott. In his will Philip White
refers to this field as 'Sand Close' or 'Brickfield'. Were bricks made here at an earlier period?

Houses were rarely built of brick until the I9th century in the parish, except for the grander

houses, but after the establishment of the brickyard, bricks were being used in all kinds of

building, including walls and barns, and for repairs to cob houses. When the plaster is removed

from cob walls, evidence can be seen of the 19th century repairs done with bricks. The Phillips

family were responsible for the wall surrounding the Nutwell Court estate, and possibly the wall

along Oakhayes Lane. In 1852 William Phillips was asked to build an arch over the Grindle

brook - 5000 bricks came from Butter's brickyard at White Cross and 15,000 from Phillips' yard

to erect the bridge. In 1867 bricks delivered for Mr Robert Phillips from the Woodbury

Brickyard were described as:

best brick: 2000, R hard: 6500, and soft brick: 5000

In the specifications for the building of the Court House on Globe Hill in 1860 it was stipulated

that the red-face bricks should be supplied by the Rolle Estate at their Woodbury Brickyard @

30s per 1000, which was described as being a quarter of a mile from the intended building. Pit

sand was to be obtained from the Sandpit near the Globe @ 4d per load. The bricks from this

brickyard were to be sound, hard, squared and well burnt - the best ones for the outside work.

The White Cross brick and tile yard established by James Langdon Butter at Grindell, though

just in Colaton Raleigh, would have been patronised by the inhabitants of the parish of

Woodbury. James was the grandson of Jacob Butter, the doctor of Woodbury until the 1830's. In

1852 the business known as Butters Central Tilery was advertised to let. The newspaper

described it as 'a well-known brick and tile yard adjoining the White Cross Inn with spacious

kiln, drying sheds, clay mill and ground (in all 3/4 of an acre)', and added that 'the extensive

demand for brick and tile at this yard fully corroborates the facts that Mr Butter had embraced

every improvement in making, and the raw material is of the finest quality, an endless supply of

which can be obtained.' The business collapsed in 1855 when James Butter was declared

bankrupt, losing not only his brick works but also his house. He ended up in prison for stealing

lead from the roof of his former home, considering it to be his by right!

The yard was re-opened in 1860 by an Irishman called Henry Sheehan, but he was unable to

make a success of the business and the following year was obliged to sell by auction at the yard

all his stock-intrade:

One capital tile machine, receiver and a quantity of new dies, rollers and forks, a quantity of

brickyard moulds, in good condition, and some of them quite new; a very strong portable office

on wheels, with shutters, stool, desk and shelves complete; about 2000 ft of shelving, in suitable

lots; weighing machine (new) and weights; office ledger; a quantity of crease, quoin and rough

hard bricks, and nine inch square flooring tiles.

He was followed by Joseph Riddell who extended its scope by dealing in coal, manure and

guano, too. Finally in the early 1870s it was run by Mrs Elizabeth Bowden, who farmed

Bishops, James Butter's former farm in Woodbury Salterton. The brick works were never

successful and in the 1906 map are shown as 'unused'.
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BREWING

‘Ballymans’, behind the current Post Office.

The earliest reference we have to a brewer in the parish is in 1604 when Thomas Ballemont of

Woodbury applied for a licence from the Justices. He was described as a brewer, in the Manor

Court, where he was fined for selling short measures of ale. He lived in a freehold cottage known

as Ballymans which was described, in a deed of 1646, as a brewhouse 80ft x 30ft with outhouses,

linhays, courtlage and one acre of land called Ashays. The original brewhouse has been greatly

altered having lost one third of its length and a storey having been added to it. It ceased to be

used as a brewhouse and alehouse in the early 18th century.

In 1646 Richard Mable, who occupied Ballymans as a victualler, sent a petition to the Justices in

Exeter to reclaim a sum of money. His son Edward had two years before bought a brass furnace

from a brewer in Exeter for £6. 12s. which, unbeknown to him, belonged to the County. Richard

Mable claimed to have spent a further £6 repairing the furnace as it was in a bad state of decay.

The county treasurer was ordered to pay Mable the sum of £4 towards the repairs and the furnace

was returned to the House of Correction in St Thomas, where it belonged.

The public house known as The White Hart was originally the Church House and became a brew-

ery where the church ales were brewed. This again was freehold property and no deeds of the

house have been found. The landlord described his occupation as brewer and inn-holder in
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The Globe Inn 1914. The Inn and Cider House at Woodbury Salterton.

the census returns. Brewing has not been done on the premises for many years - the inn was

bought by a large national brewery and has since operated simply as a public house.

The Vicars Choral of the Cathedral had amongst their estates in the parish a brewhouse called

Harvey's House. There is no indication in any of the deeds whether it was purely a brewery or

the unlicensed beer house that it certainly became in the 19th century.

The other inns in the parish were purely outlets for the sale of cider or beer apart from The

Maltsters which, up to the 20th century, had been Woodbury's malthouse - by the middle of

the 19th century it was also brewing beer. This too was a freehold house and has very few

records, though there is a bill of £4. 5s for malt from a Mrs Pym amongst the debts of

Zacharias Phillips, at the time of his conviction for theft in 1753. In 1796 there was a serious

fire in which much of the malthouse was burned down, and 230 bushels of dry malt and 153

bushels of green malt were destroyed. The maltster was Edward Callaway who was obliged to

swear on oath the veracity of the loss in order that the collector of excise repaid to him the

duty that had been already paid. The Ellis family followed Callaway as the maltsters, and

later sold the premises to the Glanvill family. In 1871 Robert Glanvill was describing himself

as a brewer. Beer continued to be brewed there until a national brewery acquired this

business, too, in the 1920s.

One of the most important public houses in Woodbury village was the Globe Inn, dating from the

late 17th century. There is no indication that brewing was done here - but it was a popular inn well

known for its food, drink and hospitality. Ernest Beer was the aptly named landlord in 1916 when

the inn burnt to the ground.

The Digger's Rest at Woodbury Salterton and The Puffing Billy at Exton were originally

farmhouses, which were adapted in the middle of the 191h century as cider houses, eventually

selling beers and other drinks by the beginning of the 20th century. In the 18th century there was

also a beer/cider house in Gulliford and another in Ebford, but these had disappeared by 1800

and had become dwelling houses. One would assume that either small-scale brewing was done

on the premises or the licensee bought his beer from the brewer at the White Hart.
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ODAMS WHARF AND THE ESTUARINE LANDSCAPE

Tucked away on the very edge of Woodbury Parish is Odams Wharf. Here were situated the

Ebford lime kilns, and a major import export business flourished.

Until the early nineteenth century fertilisation of the soil was through the application of burnt

limestone, and dung composed of animal and human excrement mixed with household rubbish.

Leases for property included covenants as to the application of manures to the soil. Covenants

from deeds in the parish of Woodbury indicate how little the method changed up to the middle of

the nineteenth century. The first, for a freehold property in Woodbury Town in 1728, required the

tenant to add to every acre which he cultivated 'eight hogsheads of good well burnt stone lime of

our harbour lime or ten hogsheads of Branscombe lime or 150 seams of good dung in lieu thereof

and therewith dress and manure the said premises according to good husbandry'. The phrase 'our

harbour' possibly referred to the lime kilns on the wharf at Ebford, or those on the shore at Exton.

The lime kiln at Exton was owned by the Rolle Estate and leased out, whilst that at Ebford was on

freehold land owned originally by the Haydon family of Ebford Barton and later by the Lees of

Ebford Manor. The kiln at Exton was in operation until the 1860s but the Ebford site on the wharf

was in the process of change from the 1830s, though lime was still being burned there up to the

end of the 1850s. The kiln at Exton died a natural death through lack of demand because of the

great changes in fertilisation of the soil, but the site at Ebford was part of the revolution in

fertiliser manufacture.

In 1835 an advertisement appeared in the local papers for a tenant to lease the Ebford lime kilns

and coal cellars ‘together with a new and convenient dwelling house, stable, cart linhays and two

acres of pasture and garden ground. The whole of the buildings have been erected in the best

manner within five years, are most conveniently situate both with respect to water and land carriage

and a large and profitable trade’, (particularly in the coal line), had been lately carried on there.
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In 1842 the lime kilns and coal cellars were again advertised for sale or let with, the further details

that the premises were ‘on a site of 3½ acres and comprised three lime kilns capable of delivering

100 hogsheads per day; a store large enough to hold 1,000 tons of coal; a stable, sheds and a

landing quay on the tideway of the Clyst, (with a sufficient depth of water for a sixty ton lighter), on

which was carried on an extensive business in lime, coal, slate and timber’. The surviving records

of the Port Dues at Topsham give full details of the materials brought to the wharf at Ebford from

1861 up to May 1867; unfortunately there do not appear to be any records surviving after the last

date.

Whale Oil

There is a map showing Parsonage Stile, the estate of Worthington Brice in Nutwell. This map

shows sheds used for storing whale oil. Brice, who built ships in Lympstone, originally came from

Kenton, but dwelt in the parish of Woodbury. He was obviously connected with the Greenland or

Newfoundland fishing industry, but there is no record as to what he was doing with the whale oil.

Decline of trade on the Exe

There were various reasons for the decline of marine trade in the parish. The manufacture of a

variety of fertilizers and especially the development of the manure factory at Ebford, meant that

the boats carrying stones to the limekilns were no longer being used. There were limekilns all

along the river Exe with one at Exton and one at Ebford. These small quays where the stones

were landed were also used for the importation of coal and building materials. The quay at Ebford

was used, when the factory had been built there, to bring all the materials needed for the

manufacture of fertilizers.

The second reason was the advent of the railway from Exmouth to Exeter. Land was bought by the

railway company along the shore at Exton and the new railway station was built beside the old

lime kiln. Not only did this new railway alter the way people and goods could travel to Exeter and

beyond, but the speed and convenience of the trains meant that the small boats became redundant

(except for the ferries across the Exe). Because of these changes new industries sprang up along

the coastal parts of the parish. The surplus land which the railway company bought was sold off

when the line was completed, and advertised as suitable for houses or market gardens. Houses

were built nearer the shore and a large market garden was constructed with huge greenhouses. This

was run by Herbert Symes in the late Victorian period, but sold off to the Pratt family after WWI.

The Pratt family made full use of the railway line, sending huge consignments of cut flowers daily

to London. All along the Exmouth to Topsham road at Gulliford Exton market gardens and fruit

farms sprang up making full use of the new methods of transport.

IMPORTS 1861 1862 1863 1864 1865 1866 1867 (6 months)
CONSIGNMENTS 8 16 22 21 26 34 11
Mundic 125 231 294 577 459 1126 33
Bone ash 150 103 144 162 108 220 57
Salt 307 232 286 80 - - 65
Nitrate of soda 5 - 15 20 34
Manure 47 213 595 376 336 33
Copralite 490 404 503 1314 515
Superphosphates 192 307 35 182 -
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SOME OF THE GENERAL CARGOES LANDED AT EXTON OR ODAMS WHARF

DURING THE MID 19TH CENTURY

5 Apr 1857 Topsham port dues:

45 tons of stones by the Good Intention for Mr Robert Phillips of Woodbury.

28 Feb 1861 Topsham port dues:

80 tons of stones by the Jasebala and the same by the Emma Hawthorn landed at Exton limekilns

for the Railway Company.

21 Mar 1862 Topsham port dues:

150 tons of culm delivered by the Boyne Collard, master from Neath to Mr John Haywood of

Exton limekiln.

1 May 1862 Topsham port dues:

65 tons of bark by the Uzella M Hunking from Ostend for Mr Ware & Son, Woodbury was landed

by the railway quay - 1 ton Mew/ for quay dues by wagon.

13 Jun 1862 Topsham port dues:

80 bags of hair sent from Ware & Sons of Woodbury.

3 Mar 1863 Topsham port dues:

100 salt hides (2 tons 10 cwt) by the Swan for Mr Ware, tanner of Woodbury.

17 Mar 1863 Topsham port dues:

150 tons of culm by the Boyn Collard, master for John Hayward of Exton limekilns.

16 Oct 1863 Topsham port dues:

50 tons of culm by the Topsy Holman, master for John Hayward of Exton limekilns.

23 Aug 1866 Topsham port dues:

9 tons of Swanage flooring stone by Rows flat barge from the Agenoua for Mr Phillips of

Woodbury landed at Marsh limekilns.

Odams
Wharf
c.1930.
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The Post & Telegraph Office c.1900

The Post and Telegraph Office during this period was situated at the top end of The Arch, and was

operated by William Daley who classed himself as a Grocer, Draper and Stationer. He succeeded

his father in the business and remained in these premises until he built a bigger and better shop on

the site of the present Post Office in 1912. During his time here and in his capacity as a stationer,

he commissioned a series of postcards of the village which were of superb quality and many were

hand tinted. Altogether there were well over 100 different cards of the village and its surrounds in

this early period, which allow us a good view of the village scene at this time.

Looking down from The
Arch towards Gillbrook

one would have seen
Eli Bamsey’s shop on

the left and the old
Cornishes Farm on the
right. A good selection

of carts, wheels and bits
and pieces was always

visible. Jubilee Stores is
seen on the near left.

This was set up in 1897
by Walter Skinner to

mark Queen Victoria’s
Diamond Jubilee, but
many of the cottages
beyond were built in

1721.

THE GENERAL FABRIC OF WOODBURY
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Furthur upstream the
stream passes through Stile

Park, where the children
came to innocently play at

the waters edge.
The card indicates that the

field was indeed the
allotment field during the

1900-1910 period.

A little furthur down the
road was Gillbrook House,

which has changed very
little externally.

This was the home of the
Ware family, and remains

so until the present day. It is
now occupied by Esme

Thomson. Esme’s father
was Edgar Ware.

Just across the road from
Gillbrook House is the

bridge over the
Gillbrook, which leads to

Ham Lane and a
beautiful wooded walk
beside the stream and

across the fields beyond.
The scene remains

similar, with Brookside
Cottage in the

background and the small
brick built bridge.
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Towards the northern end of the village The Pound was a prominent feature, and the three pictures

here show a “before and after” scene. All the stray animals from the village were impounded

within the triangular walls, and released only on payment of a fine, presumably one pound!

As time went on, it fell into dereliction and the walls became incapable of holding livestock, so it

was eventually demolished and a cross was erected as a memorial to this once much used artefact.

Chown’s in the background
and Leeches on the right.

Both supported superb
thatched roofs early in the

late 19th Century.

Sadly The Pound became
unusable due to lack of

maintenance, and
eventually was left as a

ruin.

In the “after” mode some
years later, the view has
changed threefold. The

memorial cross was built
with the remaining stones,

but also one sees the advent
of electricity and telephone

poles and wires, and a
corrugated iron roof on the

Leeches, which does not
enhance the scene.
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Exton was a very small
village at the end of the

19th century, as this
general view shows.

The cottages which used to
be beside the old Church of

St. Andrews.

On a sunny day if you looked
towards the land, you might have

seen Bill Alford cutting his corn with
three shire horses.

During the 1920’s and 30’s sheep used to graze on the
foreshore of the River Exe, on a grass which was originally
planted at Dawlish Warren to help stabilise the sand, but

gradually made its way upstream and became a weed.

EXTON
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Again up to Cooks Farm where Mrs
Smith is giving the baby an airing in the
garden. As everybody is in their Sunday

best, perhaps they have just returned
from a christening.

In all of these pictures of the
1900-1910 period, thatched roofs

predominate.

Up again to Lower Cooks Farm
right on the edge of a very much
narrower road than later in the

century.

Looking up Village Road from the
pub this scene is recorded at the

same period of time.

The pub at Woodbury Salterton is
pictured here in 1908.

Chickens wander the road before the
coming of motor vehicles.

WOODBURY SALTERTON
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WOODBURY COMMON AND THE MILITARY

A very informative letter was recently published in the Letters section of Woodbury News (Nicky

Hewitt: October 2014) describing the history of the East Devon Pebblebeds, part of which is

occupied by Woodbury Common. Farming activities since the Neolithic period have meant that,

because of constant grazing by sheep, cattle and other animals, the quality of the land gradually

became unsuitable for agriculture. But parts of the area were over 500 feet above sea level and

hence had considerable strategic significance in the defence of the surrounding lower ground.

One Bronze Age barrow on the Common, constructed around 1500BC, has yielded a dagger and a

stone battle axe, and a Bronze Age axehead was found in a field below Woodbury Castle whilst a

farmer was ploughing his field in 1960. The hillfort known as Woodbury Castle is believed to be of

early Iron Age origin, perhaps building on an earlier Bronze Age settlement defended by a palisade.

The beautifully produced and very informative publication “East Devon Pebblebed Heaths” by

Andrew Cooper (2007) details much of the military history of Woodbury Common and the

adjacent Commons. During the summer of 1549, the area witnessed the bloody end of the Prayer

Book Rebellion. Government forces came over nearby Aylesbeare Common and camped at

Greendale Barton, using Windmill Hill as a look-out. In the ensuing battle here, the rebels from

Devon and Cornwall were crushingly defeated.

The Common was frequently used for military training by the Woodbury Volunteers, a yeoman

army raised in 1794 to meet the threat of Napoleonic invasion, with their headquarters at the Globe

Inn which stood on Globe Hill. The

Volunteers were reformed in 1859 and

had their drill hall off Broadway where

they also built Artillery Cottage for their

drill sergeant. In the early 1900s the

Common was used for training by the

Royal Devon Yeomanry in preparation

for the First World War.

This picture shows the large scale of these camps,
with this one on the slope down behind Woodbury

Castle towards Yettington.

Both pictures c.1908.

The motive power of the Military depended on the
horse, and quite a number of these animals were

supplied by local farms.

The breeding of horses on local farms is well
documented, and it formed a major part of the

farm income.
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THE AGRICULTURAL CHANGES

The greatest changes to affect the landscape of Woodbury parish since the 1920s have come from

the agricultural sector. These have been ‘man made’ in several ways, and are quite dramatic.

Research of the Tithe map has shown that in 1839 there were 65 individual farm units, both large

and small. At the time these were the heart of the community, and provided the most employment

in the area, and most were owned by the few major landowners and tenanted out and even sub-let.

Farming incomes have always fluctuated, and the tenants have always borne the brunt of this by

having to pay rent as well.

It was also usual for farmers’ sons, (and daughters perhaps), to follow on in their fathers’

footsteps, but this is no longer the case. During the depression in the 1930s, many farmers left the

land as they could not make their farms viable. Farms therefore were returned to the landlords,

who usually then amalgamated them with neighbouring units to give the tenants greater scope.
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It is particularly noticeable in Woodbury Salterton that 16 of the 17 farmhouses and buildings

shown on the Tithe Map, adjacent to the main village road, have disappeared. By this it is meant

that they have been taken out of the farming scene, and the buildings and houses have, in most

cases to date, been redeveloped for human habitation. However, some have been completely

erased from the landscape. Why this has been allowed to happen is not known, and it can only be

assumed that there were not sufficient funds available for refurbishment at the time. This is of

course a great shame, but in today’s general environment they would not have survived anyway,

purely due to the financial aspect.

The main reason for all of this change is because all

of these premises were at least a century old, some

more than that, and their buildings in particular were

no longer suitable for the rapid advances being made

in agriculture during the latter half of the 20th

century. Bigger buildings were required to house

more animals, and the size of the farm machinery

that was now being manufactured. This trend is still

continuing to this day, and no doubt will continue on

into the future.

However, all the land that these small farms occupied has now been taken over by perhaps

neighbouring farms, or other individuals whose main income does not derive from the land. The

original ‘Big Five’ landlords from 1839 have also dispersed their assets over a period of time.

Apart from the Rolle, (now Clinton) Estate, which still commands quite a lot of our parish, (but not

so much as previously), a large proportion of the agricultural area is now in more private hands.

The cropping pattern in 2014 however does have a similar look to it compared with the 1839 map,

(page 20), although the arable sector now seems to predominate.

Bridge Farm at Woodbury
Salterton pictured before
re-development in the late
20th century.

The old Cooks Farm buildings on the main village road.
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In Woodbury and Exton similar change has taken place, and many of the old farmsteads have been

erased from the agricultural scene, for the same reasons as stated on the previous page. In

Woodbury, Webbers Farm which was in the centre of the village has been re-developed, as has

Ford Farm on the outskirts towards Budleigh Salterton. These were two of the farms appearing on

the Tithe Map. Webbers was re-developed in 1984 and Ford in 2012.

As it is today with not a cow in sight - but still complete with it’s resident ghost!

Webber’s Farm yard in it’s former life in 1940.

When farmer Harry Stokes started farming here in 1932 he employed twenty farm workers.

These would have spent most of their time during the winters just hedging and ditching.

When the farm was relinquished in 1984, at over twice the original acreage, only two men

were fully employed. It can be seen therefore that not only has there been a major landscape

change through time, but also one of great human proportions as well.
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THE LONG ESTABLISHED WOODLANDS OF WOODBURY IN THE MODERN DAY

An old and well carved beech tree in Rushmore Wood.

The nationwide tree warden scheme was launched by the Tree Council in 1990 in response to the

treescape devastation wrought by the 1987 and 1989 storms. The scheme was planned as a

community-based adjunct to the Parish Council network, by whom wardens are appointed to work

with them regarding the care and planting of trees. In Woodbury Parish a tree warden is appointed

for each of the three villages within it. Sally Elliott is one of the founder wardens, appointed in

1991 for Woodbury Salterton. The three wardens have worked closely together through the years

and take pride in their many successful plantings, mostly of ornamental trees in and around the

villages. Their remit also includes vigilance of all tree issues, reporting damage or disease, and

advising on new planting opportunities.

There now follows brief reports on the main woods of the parish in 2014.
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HOGSBROOK WOOD

Hogsbrook Wood lies opposite to Hogsbrook farm on the outskirts of Woodbury Salterton. It is

designated as an "ancient semi-natural woodland" which is defined as one that has been in

existence since AD 1600, but where some parts have been managed and introductions made.

Predictably, the wood contains many interesting features, the main ones being as follows.

Oak and ash are the largest and tallest trees, but hawthorn, hazel, and holly are not far behind in

height and compete for canopy space. It is usual to relate the latter species to hedges, shrub-sized

trees, or under-storey, so their height reflects the

environmental advantage of the wood’s great age which has

enabled them to reach their potential size.

A depression, shaped in a rough square of 9 yards, lies behind

a metal gate off the lane (to the west), opposite to the

farmhouse and buildings. Local knowledge informs us that

this was the site of a clay pit, and the extracted clay used in

the building of the farmhouse.

Further along this western border, a low rounded bank

branches off into the wood towards the east, and runs for a

hundred yards or so, before ending abruptly. Below a section

of this bank, lies a rectangular flat surface area completely

devoid of any vegetation, measuring approximately 13yds by

3yds. Specialist knowledge would be needed to decipher its

history.

Along part of the northern boundary, the original medieval wood embankment towers upwards,

almost blocking out the sky with its great height and massive structure. The ditch / water-course at

its base snakes around promontories and trees in a maze of deviations.

Perhaps the most amazing features are the

trees themselves, which illustrate all the

stages of decay and re-growth, and have

assumed strange shapes and angles during

their long lives. Huge stools (original

stumps) which form the basis for three or

more trees, are a subject of wonderment and

a source of contemplation regarding the

struggles and adaptions to change during

their life spans. In spring the woodland floor

is a mass of bluebells, wood anemones and

dog's mercury, all of which are floral

indicators of ancient woodland.

An ancient oak.

A hawthorn; one tree fallen outwards into three trunks.
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LITTLE WOODS BELOW THE BEACON

The above are shown on the map as a green triangle whose

apex is the meeting point of Dog and Castle Lanes, and also

includes the block that runs down on the left of the

Woodbury Park entrance road. To take the latter first. This is

dominated by birch and hazel coppice with one hornbeam

and interspersed with taller oaks, birches and willow, with an

under-story of the same plus holly. There are several

examples of old birch coppice, with, in some cases 6 or 7

trunks growing from the same base (or stool), often in a

circular form known as a coppice "ring" (where a tree is

repeatedly coppiced over centuries, the centre stool dies

away leaving new shoots to grow outward forming a

ring). Towards Dog Lane, hazel coppice is more prevalent

and can be found on the lane's margins. The wood's

boundary with the adjacent field below is well defined, of

5ft high and with a 4ft width on the top.

Moving across to the triangle, it borders Castle Lane with a fringe of ash, willow, blackthorn,

hornbeam, hawthorn, a sweet chestnut, and a couple of sycamore. But what makes this area

interesting is the amount of hazel coppice which covers this steep-sided wood and extends up as

far as both sides of the lane in some parts. There is a definite coppice concentration in this area,

and one wonders whether there is an association with the proximity to the Beacon and the need for

charcoal to fuel fires at this elevated location. Regarding which, there are some interesting ground

works in this wood, some of which usually appear as ponds, but which the dry weather has

exposed. A description is as follows.

Nearer the Dog Lane side, there are two level, circular, roughly horse-shoe shaped areas, banked at

the top and sides, with the larger one above, approximately 13 yards across, opening on to a

smaller one below, which in turn slopes down to the (former) pond area. Could these be charcoal

hearths? Ponds in woods are often connected with charcoal-making where they were used to cool

off clamp kilns which were constructed as part of the process. But all this needs an expert's

interpretation.

Lastly, there is an apple tree growing on the north side

of the B3180 about 50 yards or so from the Castle Lane

tee junction, towards the Warren, next to a row of little

birches. It is probably the result of someone throwing an

apple core out of a car window, rather than a

descendent of a landmark, navigation point tree of

medieval or earlier times! There are also a group of

three on the Castle complex with the same question

mark.

A birch coppice "ring".

Hazel coppice on Woodbury side of Castle Lane.
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REDSLOE PLANTATION

Redsloe Plantation lies adjacent to the top of Toby Lane,

Woodbury Salterton, and is a deciduous woodland with nine

Scots pines interspersed. The lane side bank is 4ft high and

supports a row of evenly spaced oaks of 6-8ft girth, and has a thin

hedge of field maple, hawthorn and hazel set between them along

part of its length. The wood has mature oaks, larches, and ashes

of approximately a 6ft girth, and the ash is the dominant species.

Their proximity to each other has produced tall, straight trunks

with little lateral growth as they compete for the light.

Consequently, this upward thrust has resulted in a dense canopy.

The under-storey consists mostly of hazel which has outgrown

the coppicing of the past. Other species include birch, holly, and

hawthorn.

The northern boundary has a prominent 5ft high bank flanked by

internal and external ditches. There are a series of shallow

trenches towards the eastern boundary, which are 2ft wide and 13 ft apart, running North East

South West, with others near the northern end following an East-West direction. Their most likely

purpose is to assist drainage.

There is a large oblong pond adjacent to the southern boundary,

which paces out at roughly 130 yards in length. It is covered in

duckweed and has a few rushes along its margins. The pond

connects with a ditch in its South-East corner. Another small,

round, duckweed-covered pond is situated just over the boundary

bank in the far North-West corner, and is almost totally hidden

by undergrowth. Ground cover includes fern, bracken, and

bramble. The wood features dense patches of bluebell in the

spring.

The renowned countryside historian, Oliver Rackham, explains

that the trees of a "Plantation" are not the natural vegetation, but

are deliberately planted and usually comprise one or two species,

often conifers. The trees are grown and harvested as a crop, and

the ground either replanted or put to another use. In the 19th

century, forestry developed a trend towards plantations of conifers, and existing woods and

farmland were claimed for this purpose. However, their financial viability became less predictable

and many died out in the 1930s and were returned to re-growth in the case of native, deciduous

species, or left to their self-seeding. Guided by the generally accepted growth rate of a tree's girth

as an inch a year, the ashes and oaks of 6ft girth would have started life in the 1940s, or due to the

retarding effect of competition for light and nutrients, much earlier.

General view of woodland.

Large oblong pond.
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ROCKHAM WOOD

Rockham Wood is located in the extreme east of Woodbury Parish, very near its boundary with

Colaton Raleigh. It is designated as an ancient, semi-natural broadleaf woodland. This is defined

as a wood that has been in existence since AD 1600, but where some parts have been managed

and introductions made, mostly in the form of broadleaf fringes.

Rockham Wood has been absorbed into the Woodbury Park Golf Course complex, which was

opened in 1995. Consequently, the wood has undergone changes to accommodate the course

lay-out: fairways have cut swathes through it, while new plantings of oak, birch, rowan, and ash,

have supplemented it elsewhere. The original wood follows the pattern of tall oak and ash, with an

under-storey of holly, hazel, birch, and hawthorn. At the western end where it meets Walkidons

Way (an Anglo- Saxon drove track, appearing in the Torre Abbey Charters of the mid 13th century

as "Warkeduneswaye"), a larch plantation lies adjacent to a section where larch is mixed with ash,

birch and willow, with hazel, hornbeam and holly, as under-storey. There is a fine line of oaks on

its border fronting the track, and a high wood bank of some 6ft. To the North of the course, the

fishing lakes offer much scenic value. Pathways, wood and field edges are flanked by a rich mix-

ture of species: hawthorn, hazel (many, in a variety of coppice sizes), dogwood, field maple,

holly, birch and willow. An alder grove adds seclusion to a little pond.

Feature oak with approx 12-15ft girth. Little pond with alder grove.

A fairway made through original wood .
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THE BRAKE, PORTERS LANE

The Brake borders Porter's Lane in the Exton part

of the Parish. Between the lane and the woodland,

a broad belt of mixed species forms a thick hedge

that has been left to grow tall. It comprises ash,

hazel, blackthorn, birch, hawthorn, rowan, oak,

laurel, and holly. The main approach track to the

wood is wide, 7ft or so, and leads on to other

tracks that network the wood.

The western boundary is marked by a 7 ft high

bank and at the junction with the ditch at its base, a

fine oak is rooted and has bent into the wood on its

upward journey. It has a girth of over 10ft. The

larger tree species, (6-7ft girth), are dominated by ash, but include oak and one splendid birch of

7ft girth. The under-storey comprises elm, hawthorn, holly, hazel, young oak and ash, and elder.

Tree distribution is patchy, with cleared areas interspersed with colossal bramble thickets. More

ominous are the spreading areas of laurel and

rhododendron ponticum which are introduced

species and extremely invasive. Nothing will

grow under them and they are a threat to the

future of the whole wood.

Slightly south of central, grows a magnificent

oak complex of three moss and fern covered

trunks (approx 5ft girth each), growing from a

common stool (stump). Rough measurements

just above ground level suggest the stool's

circumference is some 18ft.

This arboreal structure could be the result of coppicing at an early

stage in the life of the original tree, and testifies to many decades

of re-growth in achieving its present form.

A ‘Brake’ is defined in a book of Devon place names as an

"uncultivated strip or plot of land on the borders of better land".

It is a matter of conjecture as to whether this oak was a part of the

foundation of this "uncultivated area", around which the rest of

the wood has evolved.

A fine birch in a clearing.

The three trucked oak.

General view showing track width.
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WOODBURY AND RUSHMORE WOODS

Woodbury and Rushmore woods combine in an irregular-shaped block of woodland occupying a

large area east of Woodbury village. They are mostly devoted to growing and harvesting a conifer

crop for commercial purposes.

In Woodbury wood, it seems all stages of the conifers' life is represented, from the newly planted

to the mature, ready for felling. Individual ash, birch, beech, and hazel intersperse the conifers, and

their visual impact is dependent on what stage the conifers have reached. Fronting the conifers,

belts of hawthorn, field maple, ash, hazel, oak, beech, willow, form a lovely edge along the

trackways and are a valuable environmental addition. In stretches, sweeps of bracken and bramble

contribute variety to the scene. Recently planted rowan line the public footpath opposite the ruin of

Rushmore farmhouse and barn. (Rushmore farm proved too small a holding to be viable, and its

location too inaccessible. It was abandoned in the 1960s).

The steep eastern branch of Rushmore wood has a crop of larch (a deciduous species) and birch,

with an under-storey of hazel, oak, holly, ash, elder, and beech, some of which have attained a

good height. The lower western part that flanks the public footpath is also down to larch, with an

under-storey of elder, ash, birch, and hazel. Apart from bramble, hart's tongue fern is a prevalent

ground cover plant in sheltered pockets. As in the woods and small copses elsewhere in the

parish, the hazel shows evidence of past coppicing. (From medieval times up until the latter part of

the 19th century, coppicing was widely practised. Every 15-20 years, suitable trees such as

hazel, oak, ash, lime and others, were cut down to ground level to what is called a 'stool', from

which grow multiple stems called 'coppice'. Some trees were allowed to grow into single stemmed

trees which were the 'standards'. The coppice provided wood for a range of uses, an important one

being charcoal making. The standard provided timber for building projects).

Larch/ birch plantation in Rushmore wood.
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The north-facing boundary of
the eastern branch makes an

attractive feature. It rises 4 to

5 feet high from the internal

ditch, and is 8 to 9 feet

wide, upon which grow beech,

hazel, and birch which have

outgrown earlier coppicing.

The water-courses have added

a dramatic element to the

woods. Just above the

Rushmore ruin, a huge bank

of up to 10 to 12 feet has been

formed by the flow, whose

course continues around the

back of the buildings and on

down, heading north west and

creating a maze of high banks and mini ravines. A group of Corsican pines, a tall hawthorn and a

lot of goat-willow grow near the buildings, and mare's tail is a prominent ground cover plant.

At the western end of the public footpath, where a field gate faces up towards Cottles Farm, beech

has a notable presence. It lines the border bank and contributes to the under-storey. A few steps

into the wood from the field gate, 5 to 6 foot high banks, 12 yards apart, suggest internal

boundaries between one block of woodland and another. The banks carry on into the wood for

some 30 yards before disappearing. A fine beech grows on the end of one of the banks, and in

common with others of this size, the bark has proved irresistible to carvers!

A small promontory, along the

long stretch of Woodbury

Wood that faces west towards

Woodbury village and Webbers

farm, appears to be all deciduous

broad-leaved species. The

most prevalent is oak and it also

includes ash, hazel, hawthorn,

and others. There is a dense

under-storey, and the section

lends a refreshing balance to the

whole woodland complex.

Hazel coppice, lower end

Ground cover of ferns
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THE LOSS OF FINE TREES AND HEDGEROWS

Through a shared interest in landscape and

local history, Sally Elliott and Sylvia

Wickenden undertook a four year survey

(between 2005 and 2009) of the hedge trees

along the lanes and roads of the parish, to

record this aspect of tree cover, and heighten

public awareness and appreciation of it.

The project reminded them of the vast

contribution trees make in the landscape and how

much they lend to beauty and local identity. With

this in mind, it is hard to imagine the consequent

impact of felling the timber trees listed in the

1918 sale poster on the landscape, (see right), and

as Bridge Farm is quite central to the village, on

the 'village-scape' itself.

Echoes of loss on such a scale resound with the

gaps left by Dutch elm disease which ravaged

the parish during the 1970s, leaving some areas

virtually treeless. All that remains of the once

beautiful, stately parish elms, are dead or dying

suckers that haunt the hedgerows like sad

reproachful ghosts.

The view over Webbers Farm from the top of the church
tower in 1904, showing abundant tree cover.

These fine elms adorned the hedge in Globe Field, now
long gone.

A modern-day row of trees follows the line of a
disappeared hedgerow.
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On a more positive note, it is heartening to see the amount of new tree planting in blocks of small

woods on farmland adjacent to Woodbury Salterton village, and it is to be hoped that this practice

is emulated elsewhere. But there is not such good news for our hedge trees. The majority are

elderly, and potential replacements fall to the hedge cutter every year. Bordering our lanes and

fields, hedgerow trees are a defining structure in the landscape, and one that is ever changing with

seasonal colour.

Remedial policies need to be implemented to ensure these invaluable features continue to grace the

landscape of the future.

A tranquil Woodbury scene with a good backdrop of elms in 1974.

A large number of fine trees
are still to be seen.

The view from Cottles Lane towards Woodbury Castle.
Here again lost hedgerows are evident.
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HOW RECLAMATION HAS CHANGED THE LANDSCAPE

Just over the ridge of the common, the land falls away

towards the River Exe. In 1960 Harry Stokes took over the

tenancy of Rushmore farm following the retirement of the

previous tenant. The farm was some 90 acres at the time,

75 of which were what is called brake land, which is, as

seen in the picture, identical to the growth of the common

itself, and extremely wet in places. The previous farmer had

just let the few cattle he had wander anywhere.

At the time there was a big push by the government to

produce more food, and grants were available for the

improvement of land of various types. Harry obtained a grant and set about reclaiming this 75

acres of land, to bring it into productive use.

Firstly the undergrowth had to be burnt off, swaling is the proper name

for it, and this got rid of 80% of the undergrowth. The whole area then

had to be ploughed with a deep digger plough which went down about

12 inches. This particular plough only had one furrow, and had been

rescued from the stinging nettles at the main farmstead in the village,

where it had lain idle since the end of the last war. It was brought back to

life with a bit of welding and repair, and used to plough this 75 acres. In

total, the equivalent distance to London was driven in first gear on this

particular tractor! During this process, when following behind the

plough, as at times it had to be stood on to get it to dig in, an unusual

lump was picked up which looked interesting.

When cleaned up it turned out to be a Bronze Age axe-head,

which was still as sharp as the day it was dropped 3,000 years ago. So it became quite

clear that modern humans are not the only people to have trodden this land over three

millennia.

However in the end, after three seasons of ploughing

the land and draining it, a previously barren area was

brought into a very productive state, as can be seen

in this picture. This perhaps shows that human

actions are not necessarily a retrograde step in the

history of the world, despite the fact that they may

alter the appearance of the landscape. Many other

areas adjacent to the common were also reclaimed

during this period by other Woodbury farmers.

The hard slog of ploughing!

Rushmore Farm after reclamation.

Rushmore Farm before reclamation.
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WOODBURY FOOTPATHS AND OTHER RIGHTS OF WAY.

In Tithe map days the parish had a major selection of footpaths. These have reduced in 2014, but

Woodbury still possesses a reasonable network of public footpaths, bridleways and green

lanes that are managed by the Public Rights of Way Department in Devon County Council.

The Parish Council, through their voluntary footpath wardens, supervise use of the

PROWʼs and their maintenance. 

Examination of old maps of Woodbury reveals only a partial picture of what routes were

available to the public before the 1949 Act. Many do not identify footpaths per se, but

numerous paths or tracks are identifiable both on the maps and on the ground. In 

particular, the 1906 map shows most of the current network marked either as a

FP (footpath) or as a track. For many of the others it is not known whether these were farm/

estate tracks or routes that were used by the community to get from A to B. Most of these

routes would have been used as the principal way of moving about, prior to the

development of mass car ownership and the rationalisation of the highway network.

It is well documented that many routes fell into disrepair, were blocked off by landowners

or generally became overgrown and unusable. This was largely due to lack of use by the

public and a lack of fiscal enforcement powers. Subsequent legislation, primarily the 1949 

National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act and the Countryside Act 1968, gave

local authorities and others greater powers to identify a definitive network of viable public 

footpaths, bridleways etc. Out of this came the Definitive Maps that guide the provision of 

public rights of way. It is very noticeable in Woodbury that some paths have been lost in

this process. Some of these provided access over single fields to join the road network, or 

maybe paralled other routes.

Most of the public rights of way in Woodbury are now used for recreational purposes rather

than for the more general use of traveling to work, seeing families etc. For this reason it is

unlikely that the routes that have been lost over time could be re-instated. The main route

that is missing in the network is a direct pedestrian link from the centre of the village to

ʻWoodbury Commonʼ. 

Sections of the Woodbury to Toby Lane footpath.
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Current Public Rights of Way in Woodbury Parish (including the East Devon Way)

1. FP Broadway to Couches Lane

2. FP Gilbrook to Exton

3. FP Oakhayes Road to Bonds Lane

4. FP Bonds Lane to Higher Road Woodbury Salterton

5. FP Parsonage House to Toby Lane

6. BW Cottles Farm to Woodbury Castle via Rushmoor Wood

7. There are also approximately 10 bridleways that use tracks on Woodbury and Bicton

Commons. These link through, outside the parish, to other areas.

8. County Road (Green Lane) Warkidons Way linking, in part, Woodbury Common to

Woodbury Salterton.

9. County Road (in part a green lane) Rydon Lane linking Woodbury to Exton. This is

currently a proposed route for a cycleway to link Woodbury to Exton and the Estuary

Trail between Exmouth and Topsham.

10. FP Very short section at rear of St Swithun’s church.

11. The East Devon Way (Exmouth to Lyme Regis) passes just inside the eastern boundary

of Woodbury using existing bridleways or permitted routes.

The Pathfields footpath from Woodbury to Bonds Lane
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THE FABRIC OF WOODBURY PARISH IN 2014.

During the period that we have been researching, there have been several major changes to the

fabric and appearance of the area as a whole, but other areas of the parish have seen little or no

material change.

The main and obvious change has been the vast reduction in the number of farms that were

previously here. On the other hand the size of the villages has increased quite dramatically. Up

until the late 1950s, Woodbury had been a place where the population was largely indigenous.

Everyone knew everyone, and all jobs were mainly local, but with the advent of better forms of

transport, new roads and motorways, distances to other places became less. Older residents

remember from their childhood that a journey to Bristol was almost a two day event, and London

was entertained only on special occasions. Now Bristol can be driven to in about one hour, and

London in three hours.

This of course meant that jobs could be held at greater distances. The converse therefore also

applied, and as Exeter was a major centre with its university, banks, insurance and legal facilities,

along with Government offices which were expanding at an enormous rate, people were being

“imported” from other parts of the country to fill these posts.

Woodbury, in tandem with most other villages in a 10 to 15 mile radius, therefore had to expand to

cope with the influx. Up until then only a minor number of new properties were built every year,

but this has changed! In the mid 50s Summerfield was built, an estate of 40 bungalows. This was

followed in the early 60s by Longmeadow and Longpark two other large bungalow estates. By

being bungalows, this also encouraged a large influx of “upcountry” people of retirement age,

which brought with it the requirement for better medical facilities. Since the 60s all the villages

within the parish have seen far greater growth than had been seen before. This of course has

brought with it a major change in the makeup of the population. Accents could be now be heard

from people who had moved here, which hadn’t been heard before - London, Welsh and the more

northern regions.

Some of the developments that have taken place in Woodbury since 1960.
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Woodbury Salterton, too, could not avoid the developer’s eye. Once the first sewerage

programme had been installed in the early1980s, building commenced. Prior to that there had been

an embargo on development due to insufficient sewerage facilities, which in fact were non-existent

except for septic tanks.

Since the erection of the 32 houses in New Way between 1951 - 53, the next largest development

was the conversion of the old farm buildings at Bridge Farm, which produced another 3 in 1972.

Conversion of Cooks Farm buildings followed in 1989, having been sold by Devon County

Council. Cooks Farm had been one of its former smallholdings which had been tenanted out to

“starter farmers”. However, during this period small farms were no longer viable, and were either

amalgamated or sold.

Parkhayes, and building on the former Council Depot in Village Road and above, and Sages Lea

behind the old garage, followed in tandem throughout the early 90s and have provided another 40

or so dwellings. Currently in 2014 the village is again expanding, and the landscape is changing.

Exton, which has a riverside location has also quadrupled in size since the 60s. Its closeness to the

River Exe and the sea at Exmouth, has made it a prime target for expensive houses.

Because of various Government policies over this later period, and our country’s membership of

the EEC, large mountains of various commodities built up in all the countries. England was no

exception, and as British agriculture was probably the most efficient of all, large intervention

stores had to be built to accommodate grain, beef and all sorts of surplus supplies. Like it or not,

Woodbury Salterton was to be the site for one of these complexes.

Over a period of time Greendale Barton was to be enlarged from a small historic farmstead to

acres of concrete and asbestos. Huge lorries roamed the small lanes which had been built for the

horse and cart, and considerable antagonism was caused to people living nearby. Grain silos

followed causing dust and smells, which were equally disliked. However, for a period of 10 - 15

years, this complex provided an invaluable asset to the local farming community, by being

somewhere near where they could take their produce and, more importantly, get their grain dried.

As the European Union got their house in order, and reduced subsidies on agricultural produce,

these buildings were no longer viable to process purely agricultural products. Now they

accommodate activities from concrete block-making to Go-Cart-racing and recycling waste

materials, a far cry from the original concept!

The picture on the left shows the
finished product. This was one of a
complex of many such buildings.
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As the general population became more affluent, membership of golf clubs became a sought-after

leisure activity. As a direct result of this, there soon became an apparent major shortage of golf

courses in the Woodbury area. To try to counter this problem, some tried to turn less favoured

farmland into courses to meet the demand. In 1971 the Clinton Devon Estates, the landowners of

Woodbury Common, applied for planning permission to construct two golf courses on the area of

the Common between the Castle and the Royal Marines bombing range. This attracted the wrath

of many local people who considered that their rights of access to the Common would be severely

diminished or even curtailed. Mr Alan Toyne, a Woodbury resident, who with others formed the

“Hands off Woodbury Common Committee” fought hard against this proposal, and the whole

issue was forced to a public inquiry. While the inspector recommended approval, the then Secretary

of State for the environment, Anthony Crossland, reversed this decision, and the project was never

realised. However, over 20 years later, in 1995, the construction of a golf-course and clubhouse was

successfully completed on former farmland adjacent to the Commons.

The quarry at Blackhill was first opened in the early 1930s and, like some of the other things that

have happened in “public places”, its development has always concerned the conservationists from

its inception. Instead of the military just digging small holes in the Common for trenches, the

various quarry companies which have operated there have gradually dug larger and larger holes for

“Eyesore” on Woodbury Common

Plants Spoiled by Sand

Devon C.P.R.E Asked To Take Action

Demand for action over a “growing

eyesore” on Woodbury Common, one of

East Devon’s most popular beauty spots,

was made at the annual meeting of the

Devon branch of the Council for the

Preservation of Rural England.

The matter was asked by Miss F.M.

Durham who asked if the Executive

Committee had taken any steps against “the

large sand pit” on the Common.

A large part of the Moor is now being

covered with sand,” she declared, “and many

beautiful plants are being spoiled. It is a scar

on a lovely piece of the Common, and it is

becoming a regular eyesore. Can nothing be

done about it?” she asked.

Capt. F.H. Maynard suggested that nothing

could be done, unless they could prove that

the Common was being enclosed.

The Chairman (Mr. R.B. Phillpotts) assured

Miss Durham that the branch had looked

into the matter to see if they could register a

protest. In view of what she had said, he

agreed that they should make further

inquiries.

Western Morning News 13th. August 1938.

The Common however, contains the largest deposits of

quartzite in the area, which is used for surfacing roads as it

is extremely hard. It is even exported as far away as

Hampshire. In the early days everything was done by hand,

even the cracking of stone, but since the 1950s

mechanisation has taken over, and huge machines were

involved in all the processes. The large holes, which are

now being backfilled and replanted, have provided most of

the building material

for post-war Exeter

and surrounding

areas.

The picture to the

right was taken in

1968, 30 years after

the press cutting, and

shows washing water

being returned to the

silt ponds which were

the previously

excavated areas.

the extraction of minerals. The Council for the

Preservation of Rural England were showing concern

about it at their annual meeting in 1938, as seen in the

adjacent press cutting.
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As we have entered into the 21st. Century, another hundred years of life in Woodbury parish, it is

interesting to note that in many respects little has changed at all. Despite all the progress from the

horse and cart as the main form of transport, to now being able to travel faster than the speed of

sound in an aeroplane, and send your mail down the telephone line to arrive the other end almost

before it has left your desk, much of Woodbury remains virtually as it was in 1914. Of course

there are more houses, and a larger population, but this is no different to any other community.

Most of the cob built houses of the 19th. Century are still intact in our parish, and in the last 60

years many of these have been re-furbished by their owners to keep them going into the 21st.

Previously these would have been demolished as they became the worse for wear. A few pictures

follow which show a “then and now” view of various village aspects which are largely similar.

More research is still needed into many things as Woodbury parish continues forward to the future.

1914 2014
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THE DEMISE OF THE 19TH CENTURY SKILLS AND OCCUPATIONS

Many of the ways that the character of Woodbury parish has changed have already been discussed,

but virtually all the trades and occupations of the 19th century have also been lost.

The agricultural scene has seen a movement away from small family farms to larger industrial

farming methods. The land now supports only a miniscule number of workers compared with

1839. This is due to the amalgamation of farms, the removal of hedges, and the introduction of

bigger and more powerful machinery to work the land. However this change is not just relative to

Woodbury, and covers the whole country. The effects of this could compare with the Industrial

Revolution of the past.

In 1839 Woodbury had 278 acres of apple orchards

allied to a vibrant on farm cider making industry. In

2014 the parish only has some 3 acres of

commercial orchard still in operation at Woodbury

Salterton. These apples are now exported out of the

parish. However, until 2012 a small group of local

enthusiasts still made some cider in the press at

Lower Mallocks Farm, (previously at Woodmanton

Farm), from the few apples that they could still

obtain from some time-expired trees here and there.

They had been doing it for 40 years, but are now too

old to continue, as are the trees! This skill has

therefore now sadly been lost to the parish.

The water mills which continued into the 20th

century have also been lost, due mainly to

‘progress’ and the introduction of easier

methods to power machinery. The decline in agriculture during the latter half of the 20th century

also played its part, as the numbers of livestock on which these mills depended fell drastically, as

farmers went for an

easier lifestyle with

arable crops.

The last of the cider makers, from left to right David
Olesky, Norman Bowles and Kevin Hawkins, tasting the
fruits of their labours at the Woodmanton Farm press.

All that is left of Exton Mill now decorates a garden wall!

Woodbury Mills as it was
until the late 1960s,

powered by a Fielding
and Platt Gas plant.
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The same goes for Tanning, Brick Making and Brewing, all of which have ceased in the advance

of mechanisation during the last 100 years. All the skills have gone with it. All this has been

replaced by large commercial units out of the area.

Odams Wharf no longer imports and exports items by ship. Its decline was assisted by the advent

of the railway in the mid 19th century. However, the building of smaller craft still takes place

there, but employing fewer people.

The parish used to contain a vast band of ‘home workers’ which included people like bakers,

butchers, cobblers, coopers, small shopkeepers, blacksmiths, and a large contingent of

lace-makers. All these were small commercial units in their own right, and in many cases operated

out of their own dwelling houses. In particular, up until the 1970s Woodbury village had numerous

shops which have now been relegated to just two for daily requirements. The long term future of

these is uncertain due to the dominance of the larger ‘out of town’ shopping centres. Should these

local assets go, Woodbury will be the poorer for it, and the social fabric will be further eroded to

the point where our parish is purely just somewhere to live and sleep.

Tanning CooperageBrickmaking.

Finally, much of the built environment fabric of

the parish does still survive and this is a plus.

Many of the old properties have now been

refurbished and retain their exterior façade

which is good, although some have been totally

erased from the landscape and replaced by

modern properties. This trend is obviously set to

continue.

Some Woodbury-made lace with the lady
seen making it in the inset picture.

A sample of lace found on a shelf in Woodbury Salterton school
and presented to Queen Victoria. The message reads, ‘With the
humble gratitude of the poor lacemakers of Woodbury Salterton’.

The
Woodbury
Hardware

shop that has
only had two
owners in the
last century.
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MAPPING AT WOODBURY SALTERTON

This report, on the first Mapping Workshop in Woodbury Salterton, was written by Leisha Farrar

and first published in the Woodbury News, May 2014.

On Saturday 5th April approximately 20 people (mostly from Woodbury Salterton but with some

from Woodbury and Lympstone) attended a workshop entitled “Mapping the Historic

Environment of Woodbury Salterton”. Emma Rouse (a Heritage and Landscape consultant brought

in to administer the project) introduced the project and its aims:

“HEAPs (Historic Environment Action Plans) are funded by English Heritage. The two year East

Devon Heap is a HEAP with a difference. Managed through the East Devon AONB, with its

tradition of community heritage projects, the East Devon Heap breaks new ground by involving

communities in evaluating their local historic landscape – a 'bottom up' approach in the jargon, and

an approach which is intended to be a template for other communities throughout the country.

“Two parishes were selected for the East Devon Heap project (Branscombe and Woodbury) on the

grounds of strong local history research in these parishes, but also their contrasting topography,

geology, position and historical development.

“The community history map workshop provides a great initial step in creating a HEAP and

provides a vision of how old elements of the Woodbury landscape are and shows the great changes

which have occurred in the landscape especially with regards to field patterns.”

Following Emma’s introduction attendees were

invited to introduce ourselves by saying where

we lived and what we knew about the history of

our house. After this we split up into pairs and

threes, and each group was given an enlarged

Ordnance Survey map of a square kilometre of

the village and its close surroundings (each

square was slightly different). We also had a

copy of a map from 1880, the 1839 tithe map,

and a Manor map from 1796 (which owing to

being compiled for a specific landowner was

incomplete in its coverage, though gave useful

information in its area of detail)

Armed with pens in various colours, we were

allocated to look at either houses and

woodlands, or fields and orchards. We were to

compare the current OS map with the older

maps, identify changes over time (additions and

losses in each category) and mark those changes

on the OS map. For example, if a field boundary



67

was present in 1839 but does not exist today, we drew the old boundary onto today’s map in green

pen. If the boundary was still present in 1880 it was drawn in orange too. Similar instructions

covered orchards, houses and woodlands. Time passed quickly on this engrossing task, with all the

groups being rather disappointed not to have finished mapping their square in the available time.

Each group then gave a short presentation summarising their main findings and interesting

observations. These included the marked loss of most orchards in the examined area, and the lack

of any woodlands save for Hogsbrook Woods; the proliferation of small fields (and subsequent

loss of many boundaries) evidencing the fluid land market and changes in agricultural practices

over time; human intervention in waterways (especially in the Greendale business park area)

where a waterway present on the tithe map appears to have been turned into a lagoon; and changes

to farms, for example the disappearance of several farms from the Warkidons Way area in the

19th Century.

A short question and answer session followed. Future

workshops were discussed in order that we might

complete “our” squares. We were assured that, although

primarily the wider interest from HEAP/English Heritage

would be in the validity and practicality of our methods

rather than the specific maps created and history

revealed, our work would be made available for the

perusal of other interested parties. A suggestion of

village walks to further uncover, examine and discuss the

physical evidence of historical change was warmly

received; so too was the suggestion that the maps created might be examined by the Woodbury

Local History Society, whose knowledge may clarify and hopefully verify our thoughts and

tentative conclusions. The group disbanded with the happy suggestion that “collectively we are

now the experts on Woodbury Salterton” sounding in our ears to acknowledge and reward our

efforts on this most interesting morning!

Woodbury Salterton held its second Mapping Workshop

on Saturday 4th October. The format was similar to the

first. Fifteen people attended; most of them had not been

at the first workshop. At both workshops the participants

were mainly people who had lived in the village for

between five and twenty years. They had a deep

commitment to the village but knew very little about its

history. One of the most valuable aspects of both

workshops was the end of session discussions when

outcomes of the mapping were reviewed relative to the

history of the landscape. In the first workshop, when members of the Woodbury Local History

were present, there was a particularly rich discussion about historical influences on the landscape.

Several participants said the new knowledge they gained was for them the most valuable part of

the workshop.
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WOODBURY HEAP WALK REPORT - 6 JUNE 2014

As part of the HEAP process that Woodbury has been involved in for the last year and a half, and

to try to get some of the newer people in the village to become more acquainted with the area that

they now live in, an investigative and hopefully informative walk was organised to go from

Woodbury to its sister village of Exton, and back. This covered a distance of some 6 miles.

This walk was undertaken following a previously successful mapping day at Woodbury Salterton,

(another sister village and part of Woodbury parish). During the course of this mapping day it

became apparent that, since the Tithe Map in 1839, there had been considerable changes in both

the landscape and built environment of the area. Many of those present had no idea of what had

gone on before!

The area that this walk was to take was to start in the centre of Woodbury in the built

environment, and then follow a country lane, and ultimately an old track which in Tithe Map days

and beyond was used as a direct footpath for the villagers to the riverside at Exton, where during

the 19th century many nautical-associated businesses were operated.

The walk started from the Woodbury Car Park and followed down Mirey Lane towards

St. Swithun’s Church. It was here, to the side of the current white house in the picture that there

was in the 19th century a tannery. This has now long

gone, but the original house still stands on the spot.

We then followed the road around the Church to pass Church Stile Cottages. This was originally a

freehold farm recorded from the 16th century. It has had a varied life, having been a school for a

period in the 19th century, and after the school ceased in 1871 it was converted into three cottages,

which still remain today.
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At the top of Oakhayes Road we found, behind a long

brick wall, Oakhayes House. The house was built in the

1830s by the Reverend Francis Filmer on part of the

grounds of Church Stile farm, which he had bought.

Across the road we found the meagre remains of the old

Globe Inn, built in the late 17th century and burnt to the

ground in 1916. From 1832-61 it was used for the Petty

Sessions Courts.

Continuing on down Rydon Lane we

passed the old sandpit, from where in

1861 it was specified that the sand

from this pit was to be used in the

building of the new Court House.

Following the road on again, we left the built

environment and came into the rural area proper. This

afforded us a beautiful panoramic view of the Exe

Estuary and Haldon Hills beyond. It is this view that

those in days of old would have seen each day as they

walked to Exton. It has been classed as one of the

most beautiful views in the world, by a visiting

Japanese gentleman.

After about half a mile we passed Rydon Farm. This

was a leasehold farm recorded from the 17th century,

but almost certainly there was an early farm on the

same site. It has been farmed by the Glanvill family

for over 200 years. Just at the right time, the current

Mr Glanvill appeared “as if by magic”, and gave us a

short commentary about the farm. We learned that

currently the Home farm extends to 190 acres, which

is considerably more that the 45 in 1633.
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On leaving Rydon Farm, we rounded the bend and could see some of the remains of the old leat

system which used to supply water to Rydon Mill a little further on. Much of this had now been

filled in in recent years. The mill itself was a leasehold mill first recorded in the middle of the 16th

century, but probably much older. It ceased operating in 1910 and was used as a dwelling house

from that date.

We were lucky enough to have within our party Mr Raymond Brown, a

local farmer, who was born in Rydon Mill some 64 years ago. Whilst

he never saw the mill in operation, he was able to give us a most

interesting commentary of what life was like back then. He was also

able to relate stories to us which his father had told him over the years.

These were at times humorous, but also related to changes in

agricultural practices, and also to changes in the environment. It was

interesting to note that in his younger days the verges and hedge banks

were covered in wild strawberries which he used to pick and take

home. Sadly this no longer happens, as the strawberries no longer grow

there. He kept our party well informed for the rest of the walk to Exton.

This included telling us about what used to “go on” in some old outbuildings near Exton, where

cider used to be made. Every Sunday morning local farmers would meet here for a cider-tasting,

(drinking!) session. This went on for many years. It was so good to be able to have all this local

knowledge, and to pass it further down “the line”.

On arrival at Exton we stopped for a while to take refreshment at the pub known as “The Puffing

Billy”. This is believed to have been aptly named after an overweight landlord in the 19th century

called William Potter! It was pointed out that the structure of the pub was originally one of

Exton’s now lost farms, along with three others. Exton also had lime kilns in the 19th century,

until the advent of the railway line from Exeter to Exmouth, when they were lost. Originally Exton

was only a small hamlet, but now it is extremely well built up, mostly with expensive houses.

On the return journey we looked for the site of the old Exton Mill, but all the buildings have been

demolished, and a new luxury bungalow is about to be built on the site. We also looked at the area

where the old Exton Church used to stand, but the church itself, an ancient cob building, was

washed away during the floods of 1960. This was later replaced by a new church a few years later.

Before

After
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We walked all the way back to Woodbury on the designated footpath, through many a kissing gate.

It was noted that some kissing took place just to make sure they worked! For most of the journey

back the footpath follows beside the “Gilbrook”, which flows from above Woodbury village to the

River Exe. From consulting the maps that we had, it was obvious that the course of this stream had

changed quite dramatically over the last two centuries. Whereas previously the brook had powered

directly the old Exton Mill, it now took a straighter line down through the lower end of the

meadows, bypassing the mill area altogether.

As we got nearer to

Woodbury village the sluice

gates which controlled the

flow of water to Rydon Mill

could be seen, and as we

entered the main road at the

Gilbrook bridge, we could

look across the road and observe the long old cob barn belonging to Gilbrook House. It is recorded

that a tannery stood here from at least the early 1700s and continued until the early 1900s.

Eventually it was converted to a mill for animal feed, then a shoe warehouse. It has now been

replaced by new houses.

Finally we passed The Maltsters Arms and next to it Darby’s Cottage. Both have long histories.

The Maltsters had long been a malt house, and was recorded as such in 1753. Darby’s Cottage

(the name came from the owner in the late 17th century) can be traced as a bakery since that time

until the 1950s when it became a private house.

This concluded our walk, which had taken some four and a half hours, but all agreed that it had

been well worth doing. It had been undertaken with the HEAP criteria in mind, and it has put a

new perspective on the village, especially by those who knew little of its past. We found that some

things have changed a lot, but other things very little.

We are indebted to the support given to us by Philippe Planel and Emma Rouse, both during the

mapping days and on the walk. Without this support and the enthusiasm shown by them, it would

not have happened. I can thoroughly recommend this type of exercise to any other community.

Also thanks to our photographer Priscilla Trenchard for some fine pictures. Following the walk we

received several testimonials, but perhaps the one below best sizes it up.

Hi Roger and Gill - I've just realised it's already nearly a week gone by since our lovely walk, and I still haven't got
round to thanking you. It made such a huge difference to understanding the history of our area to be walking through
it with others with a similar wish to know more, and socially I really enjoyed it. But the impact of the walk was far
deeper than that - I came away with a new sense not just of the past, but of the past-in-the-present in a very real and
visceral way. The map and handout were brilliant tools and enhanced the journey enormously. The master stroke was
to have Ray talking so spontaneously and informatively. Some of his childhood memories especially brought into
sharp focus the ways in which agricultural practices and ways of life have changed in just one lifetime. His simple
mention of a bank of strawberries really made me wonder about all the many factors that have altered such an
everyday thing as a lane verge. I really appreciate how much effort went into preparing the whole event. If you can
stand doing it again, I am sure an annual or even twice-yearly event would be really welcomed, and would contribute
enormously to people's understanding and awareness of the area. Many thanks to you both, and also to Philippe.
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THE WOODBURY SALTERTON BLOG

This blog was initiated to celebrate the natural environment of the small village of Woodbury

Salterton, at a time when its neighbouring agricultural land is under threat from residential and

commercial developments that are widely considered out-of-scale and inappropriate. Although

not originally conceived as part of HEAP, the authors believe that it could in fact be considered as

an out-growth of the Project.

The Woodbury Salterton Residents Association came into existence in 2013 to respond to the

challenges of development, and inevitably its focus remains mostly (though not exclusively) on

the potential negative impacts on village life. Committee Member, Diana Wackerbarth, wanted to

provide a counter-balance to this – using her creative and visual skills to throw positive light on

the physical environment, and to offer an informed view of the local landscape.

Since April 2014, she has been collaborating with local resident Sally Elliott – the Parish Tree

Warden for the village, who has immense enthusiasm and knowledge of landscape, natural and

local history, environmental action, and village memories over 50 years. Initially the focus of the

blog was on what happens in the natural surroundings throughout the year. However, from the

beginning it seemed right to include local and landscape history as well, in order to amplify the

story of the neighbourhood and how it came to be as it is.

Gillian Selly and Roger Stokes of the Local History Society have been very helpful in providing

information and images, and this has become a standard element of most posts. At the same time,

interest in local history as a way of understanding the present has been stimulated in the village by

the HEAP Mapping Days, and by a Local History Society meeting at which a family of previous

residents reflected on their long farming connection with the area.

Each blog post focuses on a walk in or near the village. Sally provides the historical background,

and draws on her knowledge of local natural history, developed particularly in the Parish

Wildflower and Tree surveys compiled by her with Sylvia Wickenden in 2009 and 2011. Diana

takes the photographs, and puts them together with the writing and with links to supporting

information. Contributions from other local people are also invited and included.

Woodbury Salterton Natural
Environment

Celebrating the natural surroundings of Woodbury Salterton

through the year

www.woodburysaltertonnatureblog.blogspot.co.uk/
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So far the blog has covered aspects of the three parish-owned plantation areas in the village,

several lanes and a field path, and the East Devon Pebblebed Heaths. The authors have a growing

list of topics for the future and expect to continue for at least another year, if not beyond.

The blog has quickly developed into a resource not only for the village, but also, perhaps, for the

wider Parish. It is linked to the websites of the Woodbury Salterton Residents Association

(www.woodburysalterton.weebly.com/) and Woodbury Village (www.woodburydevon.co.uk/).

In feedback to the authors it has been well received, for example, for its potential to inform

discussions on planning issues, and for bringing to public awareness some threats to the natural

and historic environment.

Particularly good examples of the relevance to HEAP are two posts in September 2014 concerning

the lane network, looking at sunken lanes (and the reasons for their formation) and Devon

hedge-banks. This latter, in particular, drew attention to the degradation caused by modern

vehicular traffic and contrasted the appearance of many of our lanes with the one local example of

a lane that retains its older character with wide verges and a narrow carriageway

(see www.woodburysaltertonnatureblog.blogspot.co.uk/2014_09_01_archive.html).

Without either the inspiration of HEAP and the contacts developed on the Project, or the

knowledge and example of the Local History Society, the blog could not have been as deep,

illuminating or useful. It seeks to amplify people’s understanding and appreciation of the

surrounding landscape – through visual images, natural and local history, and links to relevant

resources. Although it has a slightly different focus to HEAP, its intention ties in with the

Project’s aims of discovering, articulating and recording the significance of historical landscape

features in the present, of making the information accessible, and of providing a base of

knowledge and enthusiasm for future action.

It is hoped that it may also be a model for other communities to develop and disseminate a

similarly close and informed look at their own surroundings – seeking, as Proust said, not new

landscapes, but new eyes.
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SUBJECTIVE GEOGRAPHIES

With so much more mobility nowadays, and people moving around in pursuit of their careers, it is

commonplace to find villagers who are interested in and committed to their surroundings but have

little historical understanding of them. This is especially so with villages like Woodbury Salterton

which are within the commuting catchment of a fast expanding town or city. This begs the

questions, what aspects of the village do residents value, which parts of the village fabric do they

engage with, and how do these relate to the history of the village? Patterns of engagement with

the village might be termed ‘subjective geographies’, literally the places that people feel some

attachment to and the ‘meanings’ that these places hold for them. Attachments to places come

from people’s ‘lived experiences’, their day-to-day activities in their surroundings. In the longer

term, the day-to-day activities of many people in particular places mean that these places accrue

some sort of collective significance; there are reasons why they are significant and these reasons

may be expressed as ‘collective understandings’ (see figure below).

Out of this came the idea of a HEAPS Extension Project, to map the subjective geographies of

residents of Woodbury Salterton. To do this, a method is required that can easily be applied to

large numbers of people. Previous work by one of us with young people has shown that memories

and word and colour associations are good ways of finding out how they engage with and value

their surroundings. Getting people to take photographs during their day-to-day activities in the

village is another good way into subjective geographies.

The subjective geographies project involves conducting workshops and surveys with individuals

and groups to collect information on physical movements and subjective engagements with the

village environment. In the workshops, participants are given an A3 map of the village and asked

to do the following:

Mark on the map a favourite walk.

Mark on the map a place they would take a visitor to the village; give three word

associations and one colour association with the place.

Mark on the map a place that holds a memory; give three word associations and one colour

association with the memory place. (They are not asked to write the memory itself).
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Surveys of this type require large number of participants before patterns emerge. The method was

piloted with participants in the second mapping workshop. The refined method will be used with

Friends of the Church, the Women’s Institute and children at the school. The expectation is that

this will yield about eighty responses.

Photographic surveys will be conducted with horse riders, dog walkers, pleasure walkers and

cyclists. Participants (two in each category) will be given disposable cameras and asked to record a

typical journey through the village. In the case of the horse riders and dog walkers, we would like

the ‘animal-level’ view of the journey.

The idea with all of the surveys is to get a collective sense of the subjective geographies of the

village rather than looking at the particularities of individual responses. All data will be collected

and reported anonymously.

The diagrams below give a flavour of what might emerge. These are based on only a few

responses in the pilot. The more responses we get, the more significant the information. The full

results will be available in the early New Year.

The map shows favourite walks. Already, with just
a small sample, patterns are emerging with a

concentration of activity on routes leading up to
the Common. The early indication is that

footpaths across farmland and routes along the
busier roads where they narrow down are little

used.

These are ‘Wordle’ diagrams of the incidence

of words for ‘visitor places’ (left) and ‘memory

places’ (right). The larger the word, the more

frequently it occurred. The pub (food/beer) is

already prominent as a place to take visitors;

the ‘peacefulness’ of the village also comes out

strongly.

These are pictograms for incidence of colours

associations with ‘visitor places’ (left) and

‘memory places’ (right). Early indications here

are that a greater range of colours is associated

with places where visitors are taken, but green

is prominent in both pictograms. Information

for both word and colour associations will

become more meaningful as it is scaled up

when more responses are received.
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POTENTIAL FUTURE ACTIONS

A number of potential future actions have already been identified, and it is hoped that others may

emerge. The following are under active discussion:

Research areas: Of the original list (p15), many topics could be explored further by

History Society members – notably charcoal-burning, deer-parks, field-names,

common fields, burgages, parish pounds, and bowling-greens. Other topics could also

emerge. Two suggestions so far are farming history (drawing on information about

farm sales) and land-reclamation.

A “Then and Now” photography project: the Woodbury Camera Club is considering a

project of re-photographing local views to create a “Woodbury Then and Now”

exhibition and a 2016 calendar. This would coincide with the presentation of the

HEAP Project to the Local History Society in the autumn of 2015. It will build on the

selection of images Roger Stokes showed at the recent village WW1 Commemorative

Exhibition, and will provide comparisons to add to his archive. It is hoped this

could also be the catalyst for Camera Club members to take further interest in

continuing to record the local landscape for posterity.

Local history walks: Building on the success of the first walk, the Local History Society

intends to make these a regular part of its programme.

Woodbury Local History website: Roger Stokes intends to continue to develop this

website, with support from Gillian Selley.

Hedgerows: Roger Stokes intends to continue his analysis of hedgerow loss since the

Tithe Map. Sally Elliott and Sylvia Wickenden are considering producing a

contemporary hedgerow survey for the parish.

Tree loss: Sally Elliott and Sylvia Wickenden are also considering a project to record

environmental change by re-photographing Sylvia’s image archive, especially of

trees in the landscape – for instance to demonstrate the ravages caused by Dutch

Elm disease, and in advance of potential tree losses, for example due to Ash

Die-back.

Oral histories: A potential project has been identified to digitise the 10-year-old oral

history archive, both tapes and transcripts, perhaps with support from volunteers.

A new oral history project is being considered.



79

History Society Library map catalogue: Sylvia Wickenden intends to complete this

project.

Woodbury Salterton Natural Surroundings blog: Diana Wackerbarth and Sally Elliott

will continue the blog, perhaps with an increasing emphasis on landscape history

and change, which may also result eventually in a more detailed project.

Woodbury Salterton local history: Diana Wackerbarth hopes to revive the plan for

Gillian Selley to give a talk on behalf of the Residents Association on the history of the

village, to be followed by creating some local history pages for the village website.

Woodbury Salterton Subjective Geographies: The findings of the project will be

presented, perhaps as an exhibition, within the village.

Other more community-based initiatives may also be catalysed by these projects.
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BECOMING A LANDSCAPE HISTORY MAP DETECTIVE

Anyone inspired by the mapping days or the local history walk, or by anything else in this project,

may make their own discoveries about the area, using a variety of very accessible resources.

The Tithe Map of 1839 is an amazing basis for research that is available online in several forms.

For the clearest reproduction, go to the Woodbury Village website www.woodburydevon.co.uk,

and click on ‘1830 Tithe map of Woodbury’ in the list on the left-hand side. The website also has

alternative and very interesting detailed versions showing the agricultural uses to which each plot

was put, land-ownership, and orchards. A scan of the original map can be seen on the East Devon

AONB website www.eastdevonaonb.org.uk/dro/.

The transcribed Tithe Apportionment Book is online as well, and gives information about each

plot of land at that time. It is useful for identifying not only land use, but also land-owners and

occupiers, rental values, and estate- and field-names. The latter can be a rich seam of information

and story. On the Woodbury website the apportionments are listed in the order of the plot

numbers (as shown on the map), and on the East Devon AONB website they are in the order that

plots and holdings appear in the original document. A scan of the original is on the Devon County

Council website www.devon.gov.uk/tithemaps.htm.

As a companion to these wonderful local resources, it is now possible to glide across the 1888

Woodbury landscape on the seamless Ordnance Survey maps on the National Library of Scotland

website (yes, really): maps.nls.uk/os/6inch-england-and-wales/index.html. One very useful option

enables historic and modern maps or aerial views to be seen side-by-side. Clear maps from a

variety of dates and at several scales can also be studied at www.old-maps.co.uk and at

www.cassinimaps.co.uk. In all of these cases, downloads for printing have to be paid for.

Aerial views can be a fascinating resource, for example for affirming the position of lost

hedgerows. Google Earth or www.google.co.uk/maps and www.bing.com/maps

offer alternative views that can make an interesting comparison. Google Earth has historical views

going back to 1945, but sadly only the part of the parish near the estuary is included (to find them,

click on ‘View’ at the top left of the screen, then ‘Historical imagery’).

For general background historical landscape information, the following books are suggested:

W G Hoskins, ‘Devon’

W G Hoskins, ‘The Making of the English Landscape’

Francis Pryor, ‘The Making of the British Landscape’

Oliver Rackham, ‘History of the Countryside’

Publications specific to Woodbury are given in the following section on Resources.

The Woodbury History Society reference library is available to anyone on request. Contact details

are on the Society’s website www.woodburyhistorysociety.co.uk/contacts.htm.
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RESOURCES

Publications:

Books:

Brighouse, Ursula W (1981), Woodbury: a View from the Beacon (Woodbury News
Publications)

Cooper, Andrew (2007),East Devon Pebblebed Heaths, (East Devon Pebblebed Heaths
Conservation Trust)

Elliott, Sally and Ramsay eds. (1994), Woodbury Parish 1894-1994: Living a Century of
Change (Woodbury Parish Council Map and Book Committee)

Stokes, Roger (1999), Woodbury: the Twentieth Century Revisited (Halsgrove)
Tilley, Christopher, (2010) Interpreting Landscapes, pp248-292, Chap 6, Sensory Experience on

the East Devon Pebblebeds.
Wilson, Margaret (2004), A Woodbury Triumph (private publication)

Other:

Devon Circular Walks: Woodbury, Devon County Council (1994)

Illustrated Centenary Parish Map (1994)

Online:

East Devon AONB www.eastdevonaonb.org.uk/

East Devon Pebblebed Heaths Conservation Trust www.pebblebedheaths.org.uk/

Woodbury Castle: Devon Archaeological Society information accessed here
www.eastdevonaonb.org.uk/index.php?page=woodbury-castle

Woodbury Local History Society www.woodburyhistorysociety.co.uk

Woodbury News http://issuu.com/woodburynews

Woodbury Parish Biodiversity Audit www.devon.gov.uk/woodburypba.pdf

Woodbury Parish Design Statement (2002) – online at www.woodburydevon.co.uk
and at www.eastdevon.gov.uk/woodburyvillagedesignstatement

Woodbury Salterton Natural Surroundings
www.woodburysaltertonnatureblog.blogspot.co.uk

Woodbury Salterton Residents Association www.woodburysalterton.weebly.com/

Woodbury Village website - www.woodburydevon.co.uk
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Continuing forward…...
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“The landscape retains the most permanent
marks of the past, and a wise examination of

it should evoke the beginnings of the
majestic sentiment of our oneness with the

future and the past”……

‘The South Country’
by

Edward Thomas, poet and author,

born in 1878 and died in the First World

War Battle of Arras in April 1917.

The Lime tree on Woodbury village green was planted on 5th January 1897.


